
 

Saint Cecilia School 
Mission Statement 

 

Saint Cecilia Parish School is a Christ-centered community committed to our Catholic 
identity and academic excellence.  Our administrators, faculty, staff, families, and 

students collaborate in an environment of shared values. Inspired by the spirit of the Sisters, Servants 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, we empower our students to explore and develop their individual 
God-given talents.  Animated by faith, hope, and love, we live Gospel values and respond to the needs 
of the global society. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Belief Statements/Core Values 
We believe... 
 
A Christ-centered community embodies the ideals inherent in the Gospel. 
 

The family is the primary educator of the faith. 
 

The integration of Catholic values, ethics and morals defines our mission as Catholic educators. 
 

We instill Christian values by nurturing an environment of mutual respect and understanding of all 
people. 
 

Each child is a unique individual with God-given talents. 
 

Daily dedication to the prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi strengthens our commitment to being 
instruments of peace. 
 

All students have a right to a safe, positive, and engaging learning environment. 
 

Self-esteem fosters positive character development, academic achievement and leadership 
qualities. 
 

The collaboration among administrators, faculty, staff and families is vital to the faith formation and 
academic achievement of students. 
 

A rigorous and relevant curriculum integrated with technology prepares students to be a 
productive member of our global society. 
 

Ongoing professional development for faculty and staff facilitates best learning practices. 
 

Tuition assistance, financial aid and scholarships provide families access to an affordable Catholic 
education. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
+Dear St. Cecilia School Families,       February 5, 2023 
 

A couple of weeks ago, I shared our updated Mission Statement. This week, I want to share our 
Belief Statements, our Core Values.  As we continue to work towards our Middle States Re-
accreditation, we hope that you will spend time reflecting on these statements.  Together, we hope 
that, as a school focused on Christ, that we will be all that God calls us to be!  
 

Have a great week! 
God bless, 
Sister Catherine 



 
Black History Month: Our Journey with African American Saints to Be! 
A few years ago, I used two books that were written about saints.  James 
Martin, SJ, wrote a book called My Life with the Saints. James Martin wrote 
that he “found companions among the saints – friends to turn to when I 
needed a helping hand.”  He also said that “everything the saints say and do is 
centered on Christ and points us in His direction.”   
 

The other book that I read was by Susan H. Swetnam, My Best Teachers 
were Saints: What Every Educator Can Learn from the Heroes of the 
Church.  She said, “For a saints’ lives illustrate, men and women whose lives 
are celebrated as holy – mentors of the best kind – have walked these paths 
before.”    

 

As we celebrate Black History Month at St. Cecilia School, we will introduce our students to African 
American men and women who are on the path to sainthood.  They are truly Catholic heroes and 
role models for all.  Each class will have a poster of these mentors, teachers, and friends who are on 
their way to becoming a saint.  The first saint that we will look at is Sister Thea Bowman.   
 

What makes Sister Thea Bowman a friend and mentor to me is that she was a teacher.  Her website 
said that “She lovingly taught young people about the joy of being Christian.”  (Look at her beautiful 
smile in the picture above!)  She wanted her church to accept as “fully black and fully Catholic.”  She 
called “all to a living faith.”  She suffered from cancer but embraced her suffering.  She died at the 
young age of 52.   Learn more about her and her road to sainthood on her website: 
https://www.sistertheabowman.com/ 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Looking Ahead:  
February 6  Home and School Board Meeting, 6:30 p.m. 
February 8  Tuition Town Hall Meetings, 2:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 
February 9  Walnut Street Theatre: Goldilocks – Grades 3 to 6 
February 10  EAGLES DRESS DOWN AND ADD-ON DAY: See attached flyer. 
   Grade 4 Class Trip  
February 11  Sweethearts’ Dance     
FEBRUARY 12  SUPER BOWL SUNDAY – GO EAGLES!!!!  
February 14  Valentine’s Day 
February 17  Full-Day Faculty Meeting – Middle States Planning:  NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 
February 20  President’s Day: School Holiday; NO SCHOOL 
February 21  Mardi Gras! 
February 22  Ash Wednesday: School PRAYER SERVICE – 10:00 a.m. 
February 28  Grade 7 Trip  
   Sacrament Meeting for First Holy Communion and Confirmation 
March 3  Terra Nova In-View Testing today 
March 4  St. Cecilia Parish Celtic Night 
March 6  Terra Nova NEXT Testing -READING 
March 7  Terra Nova NEXT Testing – LANGUAGE    
March 8  Terra Nova NEXT Testing – MATH 
March 10  FAMILY BINGO 
   2ND TRIMESTER ENDS – MARCH 10 
March 13   Grade 6 Trip  
March 15  District Principals’ Meeting at St. Hubert High School 
   School Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
March 16  Grade 5 Class  
March 17  St. Patrick’s Day 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

https://www.sistertheabowman.com/
https://www.ednc.org/too-much-standardized-testing/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/
https://elisaele.wordpress.com/2020/05/01/bingo-de-la-pronunciacion-version-online/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


 
 
Tuition Town Hall Meeting: On Wednesday, February 8, at 2:00 p.m. or at 6:00 p.m., Fr. Chris will 
hold a Town Hall Meeting to discuss the new tuition policy and rates.  There will be time for questions 
and answers after the meeting.  In order to plan accordingly, please complete the Google Form and 
answer a couple of questions.  The link to the form is: https://forms.gle/jeRpcgjmAZmqTxFK7 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Home and School:  

• Thank you to the Home and School for providing pretzel treats for Student Appreciation Day 
and for your generosity to the faculty and staff! Thank you for all that you do!   

• The Sweetheart Dance is all sold-out! Thank you in advance for the well-planned evening! It 
should be a great night! 

• If you want to volunteer for upcoming events, like the Fun Day and the Walkathon, please 
make sure that your clearances are all up-to-date! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Request:  

• When children are picked up early, our receptionists in the front office might not know you.  
I can say the same for myself.  Since we all arrived in the midst of the pandemic and masks, 
we do not know everyone by name or face.  Therefore, I ask that you bring I.D. when you pick 
up your children, since we do not know everyone.  We also ask you to pass this message onto 
relatives or friends who might pick your children up early.  This is all for the protection of 
your children. Thank you for your assistance.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
 
TRAFFIC CONTROL: Right now, we have three major traffic problems going on at St. Cecilia School.  
My concern is that a child is going to get seriously hurt.  I am also concerned that some families do 
not respond when our faculty and staff asked them to move or the like.  The major problems that I 
see are: 

• DOUBLE PARKING ON STANWOOD:  Not only does it reduce safe travel, it also encourages 
children to cross the street in the middle, away from the Crossing Guard.   

• STUDENTS AND PARENTS WALKING IN FROM JEANES STREET:  This is the way most of 
the faculty enters the property.  The teachers are in by 7:45 and that is the way they enter 
the school yard to park.  At dismissal, this is he way that the buses exit.  We need to keep this 
path open to cars and buses only.  No should use these this area for walking. Thank you! 

• ENTERING THE PARKING LOT:  When some of you are running late in the morning or 
afternoon, some parents speed through the parking lot. Please slow down. Thank you! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

EAGLES DRESS DOWN DAY ON FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2023 
Please see attached flyer for details! 

 
 

 
 

https://forms.gle/jeRpcgjmAZmqTxFK7

