
Epiphanies are Made for Sharing 
 

"The word ‘epiphany' means ‘to show 
forth.' Epiphanies, both large and small, tend 
to be private events – yet events with great 
significance for the public. Trying to share the 
details with another of an epiphany is fraught 
with complications. The words are never quite 
right, and even the most sympathetic listener 
cannot fully bridge the gap between 
description and what is was like being there. 
Most of us keep our personal experiences of 
the Holy to ourselves. Who would believe it? 

And who would really understand? The irony is that epiphanies are made for sharing, even as they are impossible 
to communicate fully.… 

"Unlike the poor shepherds, the Magi had to travel a long road; they had to face adversity to reach their 
goal. It was anything but a romantic, sentimental pilgrimage that we often see in our manger scenes! … 

"The experience of the Magi reminds us that all who make the tedious journey to the truth will finally 

encounter it and be changed in the process. They can never go back to a ‘business as usual' way of life. When we 

meet Christ and see who he really is, we will never be the same – and only then can we hope to begin to share 

in his mission.…"     Father Thomas Rosica, CSB, 

Solemnity of the Epiphany, Year A, Dec. 25, 2010 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Dear St. Cecilia Community,        January 2, 2023 
 

I hope you had a wonderful Christmas.  Happy New Year! Christmas is not over yet. We still have to celebrate the 
Feast of the Epiphany, which will be this Sunday, January 8.  That is the reason that I chose to share a reflection 
about this great feast with you.  (The Christmas season will end with the Baptism of Jesus on 1/9.) 
 

In the midst of looking for pictures to go with this reflection, I found this quote from Pope Emeritus Benedict. I 
thought it was good to share with you at this time.  His words support with the author of our reflection wrote.  To 
whom or what is the truth that both Pope Benedict and the author wrote?  The truth is that Jesus Christ is our 
Savior, the Savior of the world.  When we meet Him, when we recognize Him in our lives, we will never be the 
same.  We will grow in holiness, we will grow closer to Jesus, and we will become the person that God calls us to 
be.  In the process, we will also lead others to do the same.   
 

These are not my words. Fr. Chris shared this in his homily on Sunday.  He encouraged (or should I say challenged 
us) to make this our resolution this year: to grow in holiness, to be more virtuous, and to be the person God wants 
us to be.   May I give you a suggestion on how to begin this journey to meet Christ, to grow in holiness and to be 
changed forever? I suggest all of us begin with GOING TO MASS EACH SUNDAY (or SATURDAY NIGHT).  Can we all 
recommit ourselves to living and following our Catholic faith by CELEBRATING THE EUCHARIST EVERY WEEK? We 
profess that we are Catholic.  Let’s put our faith in practice…let’s go to mass each week. Your children hear this 
every week in school.  Help them to know the importance and value the Eucharist by bringing them to mass.   
 

By doing so, we will be changed! By doing so, we will meet Christ, and we will never be the same!  Then, we will 
be able to bring Christ to others and we will be Christ for the people in our lives, especially for our children!  
 

Have a great week!  
God bless you,  
Sister Catherine Irene, IHM 
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Looking Ahead: 
January 5   Funeral of Pope Emeritus Benedict: Rosary at 9:15 a.m. in Church 
January 7   Feast of the Epiphany    
January 9   PICTURE RETAKE DAY 
    Middle States Planning Team Meeting, 7:00 a.m. 
January 9 – 23   Fr. Chris will be on a pilgrimage to Israel: Let us keep in our prayers! 
January 13   Faculty Meeting – Full Day; NO SCHOOL for STUDENTS 
January 16   Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day: NO SCHOOL  
January 18   Middle States Planning Team Meeting, 7:00 a.m. 
January 24   Middle States Planning Team, Meeting, 7:00 a.m. 
January 29 – February 3 Catholic Schools Week 
January 29   Opening Mass for Catholic Schools Week, 11:00 a.m./Open House  
January 31   St. Cecilia Night at IRON HILL – Flyer included! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI: As you know, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI died on Saturday, December 31.  His 

funeral will be on Thursday, January 5.  We will pray for him as a school community and I 

will let you know the details as soon as they are finalized.  Let us pray for Pope Benedict: 

Eternal Rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. May his soul, 

and the souls of all of the faithful departed, rest in peace. Amen.  

PLEASE JOIN US AS OUR SCHOOL CHILDREN PRAY THE ROSARY FOR POPE BENEDICT AT 

9:15 A.M. ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 5, IN CHURCH. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Directly from the Parish Bulletin - Prayer Intentions for the Holy Land: Father Chris will be leading a pilgrimage to 

the Holy Land January 9th to 23rd. He would like to carry your intentions with him to all of the holy sites and then 

leave them at the Western Wall of the Temple in Jerusalem. Please write your intentions (as small a piece of 

paper as possible) and leave the paper in the basket near the Sacred Heart Statue. While he is away, Fr. Bonner 

will be staying at St. Cecilia and offering Mass. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Upcoming School Events:  Our students will be participating in a Robotics competition this week as well as Future 
Cities!  We wish them the best of luck in these projects that they have worked on since the beginning of the 
school year! We thank Mrs. Deb Brewster and Mr. George Gaynor for all of their help. We thank the parents and 
teachers who have assisted in different ways, too! We are very grateful to Mrs. Brewster for coordinating these 
two major projects!  Good luck to both teams! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Traffic Reminders: Please do not use the Jeanes Street entrance to school yard in morning or at dismissal. The 

teachers and staff enter that way in the morning and an increasing number of walkers and cars are using that part 

of the parking lot. In the afternoon, Pre-K and Kindergarten families are also using that entrance (or the Rhawn 

Street entrance) and parking. The buses and vans are trying to park and it has been difficult at times. Finally, do 

not block any of the entrances/exits to the school yard during dismissal. Many times, the buses cannot turn onto 

Jeanes Street due to families parking too close to the driveway.    

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Winter Weather:  I ask that you remind your children (especially the older ones) to dress appropriately for cold 
weather.  We will have outdoor recess as much as possible.  Also, we will open windows (even slightly) for 
ventilation, throughout the winter. Students are not permitted to wear hooded sweatshirts inside school. Please 
make sure that they have the blue St. Cecilia sweaters or vests. On Gym days, they should only be wearing the 
CREW neck St. Cecilia sweatshirts. Again, the hooded sweatshirts are not allowed for P.E./Gym classes. Thank you 
for your assistance in all of these matters.  
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

A Prayer for the New Year: 

 

God, thank you for a new year. 

May everyone in our family be willing to begin anew with a clean slate. 

We know that you are always ready to forgive us. 

Help us to be willing to forgive ourselves and to forgive one another. 

As we begin a new year, remind us of our truest values and our deepest desires. 

Help us to live in the goodness that comes from doing what you want us to do. 

Help us to put aside anxiety about the future and the past, 

so that we might live in peace with you now, one day at a time. 

Amen. 

 


