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Who we are   The Philadelphia Advisory Council’s Mission is to work with the local leadership to assist and support our Catholic Elementary Schools, 
develop local strategies, and help sustain and expand Catholic Education in Philadelphia. Our goal is to better understand your individual challenges. We also 
want to help increase EITC and OSTC participation in Philadelphia.

IN THE NEWS
St. Peter School Renovates the Fourth Floor for 
the Middle School
Many Philadelphia Catholic Elementary Schools did renovations this 
summer. This newsletter focuses on improvements done at St. Peter the 
Apostle School at Fifth and Girard. Grades 6, 7, and 8 will be moving 
to the fourth floor of the building. St. Peter School is one of very few 
elementary schools that has both an elevator and central air conditioning 
making the jaunt to the fourth floor easy for everyone. The classrooms 
and hallways were painted, chalkboards refinished complete with SMART 
active panels. The classrooms were carpeted and new furniture is set to 
arrive shortly. Students will feel at home with student designed posters 
from Canva which were printed in order to decorate the new space for 
the students’ arrival. Much to the delight of the middle school students, 
lockers were purchased and installed giving the school that special feeling.

UPCOMING EVENTS
PAC “Best Practices” Cocktail Reception
We invite pastors, principals, business managers, and advancement 
directors to join us for the evening. Invitation and RSVP to follow.

October 19, 2022 at 4:30 PM

Union League at Torresdale 
3801 Grant Ave., Philadelpia, PA 19114

EITC Informational Webinars
Learn how to redirect your tax dollars to benefit students throughout the 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia and receive a 90% Tax Credit!

September 22 at 12 pm October 19 at 2 pm

October 4 at 7 pm October 31 at 11 am

October 14 at 1 pm 

Please email cmcaneney@FoundationFCE.org to sign up!

TEACHER’S CORNER
A Warm Welcome to the New Principals Joining 
the Philadelphia Catholic Schools
Mrs. Maureen Pfeiffer,  Blessed Trinity

I am very fortunate to have received a Catholic 
education in grade school, high school and college. 
After earning a BA from Holy Family University 
with a dual certification in Elementary and 
Early Childhood Education, I went on to Cabrini 
University to procure my Master’s degree. Truly 
blessed to be appointed the principal of Blessed 
Trinity, I have deep roots here and my heart is here. 
I began my teaching career within these walls 25 
years ago before the merger when we were St. Timothy’s School. My goal 
for Blessed Trinity is to continue to instill Catholic values, educate the 
whole child, and foster a love of learning while celebrating each child’s 
individuality and creativity. 

Ms. Aubrey King,  Our Lady of Port Richmond 

Starting my career here at OLPR, I was as a 
classroom teacher for three years. I hold a master’s 
degree from Arcadia University’s School of 
Education with a Certificate in Applied Behavior 
Analysis. With previous administrative experience, 
I am equipped to bring a knowledgeable and unique 
perspective to all areas, and will continue to move 
Our Lady of Port Richmond into the future. One 
focus is to work collaboratively with all constituents 
to ensure high-quality learning experiences for every student, to continue 
the school’s legacy of faith-centered excellence, and to help everyone at 
Our Lady of Port Richmond achieve to their God-given potential. 

Mrs. Rita Anderson,  St. Martha

As a product of education in both elementary 
and high school, I enjoyed teaching for over 13 
years in elementary education. I believe that our 
Catholic schools help our children and adults to stay 
grounded in our faith as we learn and live in Jesus 
every day. It is an honor to work with students and 
parents in our Catholic schools to help build our 
Catholic community and identity. As Jesus always 
wanted the children to come to him, as principal at 
St. Martha’s, I want all children to have the opportunity to experience 
God’s love in all they do every day.
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Mother of Divine Grace staff members Mr. 
Christian Fernandez and Father Bindel-Mary 
Nnabuife, and principal Mrs. Jane Lockhart 
were pied by students after the Walk-a-Thon. 
Father Bindel, who is from Nigeria, had never 
heard of being pied, and asked if he could try 
it! The Walk-a-Thon raised over $17,000, which 
will be used to upgrade classroom lights and 
purchase wish list items for the teachers.

Aminah D., Naysa C., Lynette S., and Mahlaya J. represented St. Athanasius School at the CYO 
Penn Relays on April 26. St. Dominic School held their annual Father Daughter Dance in Marian Hall. Fun was had by 

all as they danced the night away!

Our Lady of Port Richmond Pre-K 3 class is all smiles at their graduation. The St. Anselm 8th grade class is ready to present their class gift. With the assistance and 
expertise of art teacher Mr. Koetas, the students and their parents spent the afternoon hard at 
work painting games in the schoolyard. They hope students at St. Anselm enjoy these games 
for years to come!

Sponsored by the University of Notre Dame’s Notre Dame Center for STEM Education,  
St. Laurentius staff members (from left) Mr. Andrew Notarfrancesco (math), Miss Christine 
Cleary (grade 3), and Mr. Sean Connolly (science) were selected to be a part of 8 teams from 
across the country in the program’s sixth cohort. This competitive program seeks to improve 
STEM teaching and learning for all students through teacher training and school-wide 
collaboration with a goal of leveraging STEM as a force for good.

Christ the King teachers delayed their 
summer break as they attended the AOP 
Summer Tech Academy to learn lots of new 
tips and skills to bring into the classroom.

SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

Want your school’s photos featured? 
Send them, along with a short description, to  

Linda Marchese at lmarchese@holyinnocentsrc.org.
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