
 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
           March 7, 2022 
 

+Dear Parents, 
 

We begin our first full week of Lent.  We are called to pray, fast, and almsgiving.  How can this work in 
our lives this Lent? 

 

PRAY:  As we watch the tragedy of events in the Ukraine, perhaps our Lenten prayer focus can be to 

pray for the people of the country.  We can use the above prayer, or we can pray the Rosary as a 

family each day.   
 

FAST:  When we think of fasting, we often think of the sacrifices that we make or the things that we 

give up, like chocolate, soda, or technology.  When we give up something, true fasting encourages 

us to spend time with the Lord. It helps us to depend on God.  Fasting is also a way of making up for 

our sins, a form of penance.  
 

GIVE ALMS:  Your children received their Operation Rice Bowls last week.  It would be great if the 

students could contribute from their own money.  We will also do something the people of Ukraine 

during Lent; we are working on the details.  When we fast from something, it often leads us to give 

to those in need.  Hopefully, this is exactly what will happen this year! 

A good thing about Lent is that it last for 40 days!  If we are slow to start our Lenten practices or if we do 

not remember to make sacrifices and give to those in need, we can always start again.  God is always 

ready for us to grow closer to Him.  As we said last week, all we have to do is “Go to Him.”  

 

Have a great Lent! 

God bless you, 

Sister Catherine Irene, IHM 

    



St. Cecilia Lenten Schedule 
 

Masses during Lent 
Daily  at 6:30am & 8:30am 
Wednesdays (March 9, 16, 23, 30; April 6) at 5:00pm   
 

Confessions        Stations of the Cross    
Saturdays 4:00 to 4:45pm     Fridays - at 7:00pm  
Wednesday April 13 at 4:00-5:00pm & 6:00-7:00pm  March 11, 18, 25 and April 1, 8  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Looking Ahead: 
February 18 – April 3 GERTRUDE HAWK FUNDRAISER: See flyer on website or that was sent home 
March 7 – 11 Terra Nova Testing, Grades 3 to 7 
March 14 Professional Development for Faculty: No School (and not virtual) for Students  
March 17 Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 
March 18 Report Cards will be posted 
March 19 Happy St. Joseph’s Day! 
March 23 District Principals’ Meeting 
March 24 Universal High School Visitation Day for Grade 7 
March 24 Confirmation for Grade 7 at 4:00 p.m.; 12:30 DISMISSAL for all students 
March 28 The BOOK FAIR RETURNS!! 
April Walkathon Kick-off: Details will be coming 
April 6 School Liturgy – 10:00 a.m. 
April 13 Easter Vacation begins at close of a full day school day 
April 14 Holy Thursday: No School 
April 15 Good Friday: No School 
April 18 Easter Monday: No School 
April 19 Classes resume after Easter 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Do you have family members or friends who value a Catholic Education? 
Do you have family members or friends whose children might want to come to St. 
Cecilia School? Ask them to call our office at 215-725-8588 or email us 
admissions@stceciliafc.com  for more information or to set up a tour.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Reminder of Earlier Communication from Lisa Hnat, our Tuition Coordinator: 
Some families have not yet completed their Automatic Re-
Enrollment agreement. This agreement is for Current Students grades Pre-K 
through 7th and only needs to be filled out one time. Signed agreements were 

due by January 31, 2022. If you wish to save your child's spot for the 2022-2023 school year then please 
click the link below or visit our website to fill out the form.  https://scsfoxchase.org/parent-
portal  (preference to submit online but can be printed out and sent to main office). Please complete 
this ASAP. 
  

Remember, if your family will not be returning to SCS for the 2022-2023 school year please visit the SCS 
website, you should have sent in the Opt Out form and submitted it to the main office by Friday, 
February 18, 2022. Otherwise your FACTS account will automatically roll into the 2022-2023 school year 
and your non-refundable $200 registration fee will be deducted from your account. 
  

All families FACTS accounts will automatically roll over into the 2022-2023 school year this month.  The 
$200 non-refundable registration fee will be automatically deducted on Thursday, March 31, 2022. 
  

If you need help or have any questions, please call or email Lisa Hnat. Thank you! 

mailto:admissions@stceciliafc.com
https://scsfoxchase.org/parent-portal
https://scsfoxchase.org/parent-portal


Terra Nova Testing, for Grades 3 to 7: March 7– 11:  
Our Terra Nova continues this week for Grades 3 to 8.  Please make sure 
that your children come to school with sharpened #2 pencils.  The students 
should also get a good night rest and eat a healthy breakfast before they 
come to school.  It is also very important that everyone arrives ON TIME for 

school.  We will begin testing shortly after prayers.  Please do not schedule appointments or vacations 
during these days. Thank you! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Option C and Report Cards:  If you have not logged onto Option C before, please contact the office.  
Sister Carolyn, Mrs. Cihak, and I can help you log onto Option C so that you can read your children’s 
report cards. We do not print out a paper copy.  Option C also allows you to stay on top of your 
children’s grades and to be informed if there are any incomplete or missing assignments.  Please 
contact us before March 18.  This way, you will be ready to view report cards when they are posted on 
that day. Thank you! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Save the Date:  
St. Cecilia Book Fair is Back! 
When: March 28 – April 1 
Please see introductory letter with the Weekly Word. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Dress Code:  As we move into a new month and close out a trimester, it might be a good time to review 
our Uniform Policy.  We ask for your help in the following areas: 
 -Haircuts – some boys need of a haircut, especially over their eyes 
 -Hair color – some students have streaks (boys and girls) and some have different colors 
 -Skirt/jumper length – some girls’ uniforms are too short 
 -Sneakers – some students are starting to wear sneakers 
Thank you for your help as we try to enforce the dress code.  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Social Media:  Some issues have come up in school as a result of things posted on Tik Tok, Snapchat, 
Instagram and other social media sites. There are some students on sites that are clearly marked for 
adults over 18 or for teens over 15.  Please check your children’s devices every day and throughout the 
day.  No children should ever have their phones in their bedrooms at night.  Also, a lot of unkind and 
cruel things have been said or posted to each other as they play their video games. Again, I ask that you 
check these very often.  It is very difficult to address these issues when they occur outside of school.  
While the “easy” thing would be to say that it isn’t a school problem and ignore it, this would not be the 
right thing to do.  We need to inform parents in order to keep your children safe and to help them to do 
the right thing.  Some of the sites that the children have used are very inappropriate.  Therefore, please 
check and monitor your children’s devices often.   Thank you! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Mask Optional:  As you have probably heard, there is a good chance that the Philadelphia Department 
of Health will lift the mask mandate this week, as early as Wednesday, March 9.  That will mean that the 
students, staff, and faculty may choose to wear a mask or not.  Please know that everyone will respect 
the decision that is BEST for your child and for YOUR Family.   
 

Please know that we ask that you continue to monitor the health of your children.  If anyone not feeling 
good, please stay home. I know that we are approaching the next allergy season and some symptoms 
overlap.  It will still be wise and safe to keep students home if they are not feeling good.  We also that 
our faculty, staff, and students get tested if they are showing any COVID-like symptoms or have been 
exposed to COVID.  Anyone who tests positive will still need to isolate and quarantine.  Please know that 
we will inform you of all changes and details as soon as we get the official information.   Thank you.  
 



 

We congratulate our 6th and 7th Grade Math Teams for their outstanding accomplishments on 

Saturday at the annual Holy Ghost/Nazareth Math Competition.  Kenil Nguyen finished in First Place 

for Grade 7 and James McCusker finished in First Place for Grade 6.  The Grade 6 Team finished in First 

Place overall and the Grade 7 Team finished in Second Place overall! We congratulate our team 

members in Grade 6 -James Mc Cusker, Nathan Pham, Leighton Whalen and Lorena – and our team 

members in Grade 7 - Caylee Pham, Ryan Hee, Kenil Nguyen, and Tanner Dillenbeck.  We thank Mrs. 

Cihak, our Honors Math teacher and the coach of the math teams.  We are very proud of you!  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Congratulations to our Good Writers Club from February: 

Grade 3    Grade 4    Grade 5 

Jocelyn Higgins   Gabriella Mitchell  Fiona Donnelly 

Aidan Torres   Mia Baysmore   Brian Heim 

Jorge Prado   Ruby Gara   Emmanuel Adesipo 

 

 

 



Disciple Maker Parish Survey  

 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Archbishop Perez has initiated a new archdiocesan program known as the Synod. The intention 
of the Synod is to allow us to reflect on our own spiritual growth and discipleship and the ways 
in which our parish supports and assists us in that growth. 
 
One important aspect of the Synod in which we have the opportunity to participate is The 
Disciple Maker Index Survey. We hope to have as many parishioners as possible involved in this 
survey which is now open for participation. 
 
Choose one of these three ways to take part: 
 
• Go to Take the Disciple Maker Index Survey using the link below: 
   https://www.catholicleaders.org/phila-dmi 
 
• If you prefer to complete a paper copy of the survey, you can obtain one in the Rectory 

Office by contacting Susan Cianfarini at 215-725-1240. Completed paper copies may be 
returned to the rectory or placed in the collection basket. 

 
• Attend the on-site opportunity in the school auditorium after Masses on March 12 and 13. 

Computers will be set up, assistance will be available and coffee and doughnuts will be 
served! 

 
Please Note: 
 
• When completing the survey, please select Saint Cecilia Parish (Philadelphia). If you belong 

to a different parish, e.g. Saint William Parish (Philadelphia), please select that parish 
instead to be certain your responses are included in the appropriate parish results. 

 
• All responses will be confidential. The parish will receive a summary report of the data. 

Father Bonner and a committee of parishioners will formulate an action plan to address 
areas of interest and concern. 

 
Information will continue to be available in the parish bulletin. The survey will be open until  
May 4. Please take the time to complete it. The results promise to be beneficial to us and our 
parish.  
 
As always, we are most grateful for your participation and support. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.catholicleaders.org/phila-dmi

