
From the Gospel of Luke 5: 1-11,  
 
While the crowd was pressing in on Jesus and listening to the word 
of God, he was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret.  He saw two 
boats there alongside the lake; the fishermen had disembarked and 
were washing their nets.  Getting into one of the boats, the one 
belonging to Simon, he asked him to put out a short distance from 
the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. 
 
After he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep 
water and lower your nets for a catch.” 
 
Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked hard all night and have 

caught nothing, but at your command I will lower the nets.” 
 
When they had done this, they caught a great number of fish and their nets were tearing.  They signaled to their 
partners in the other boat to come to help them.  They came and filled both boats so that the boats were in 
danger of sinking. 
 
When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at the knees of Jesus and said, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man.” 
For astonishment at the catch of fish they had made seized him and all those with him, and likewise James and 
John, the sons of Zebedee, who were partners of Simon. 
 
Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching men.” 
 
When they brought their boats to the shore, they left everything and followed him. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
+Dear St. Cecilia School Community,        February 6, 2022 
 
Today’s Gospel focused on the vocation of Simon Peter and the first disciples.  Just as Simon Peter was called to 
follow Jesus, through our Baptism and our lives as Christians, we too are called to follow Jesus.  Let me share a 
homily that I heard about this Gospel and its message for all of us.  
 

The priest told the story of a teacher who has left one successful career to become a high school theology 
teacher.  When the priest asked the teacher why he switched careers, he explained that he could not find Jesus in 
his work.  He would go home from work and he was not happy.  He had a wonderful family, strong faith life, but 
he needed God in his work. So, he went to school for theology and teaching.  He was then happy in all facets of his 
life for Jesus was now in his work. 
 

In recent Gospels, we heard how Simon Peter was present in the synagogue when Jesus taught. Then he invited 
Jesus to his home and he cured his mother-in-law.  Jesus was present in Simon Peter’s home and faith life.  Now, 
Jesus was with Simon Peter at his work!  Jesus was part of all facets of Simon Peter’s life!   
 

Like Simon Peter and the high school theology teacher, Jesus wants to be part of every dimension of our lives.  
This is a good time for us to ask if Jesus is part of every facet of our lives.  We cannot ask this question with regret 
or disappointment, however.  Just as Jesus told Simon Peter not to be afraid, he tells us the same thing.  Let us 
open all facets of our lives to Jesus.  Can you imagine the difference that will make, for ourselves and for our 
families? Do not be afraid, do not be discouraged.  Let us be open and ready for Jesus in all we are and do! 
 

Have a great week! 
God bless you,  
Sister Catherine Irene, IHM 



Looking Ahead: 
February 7 Pre-K Parent-Teacher Conferences: No School for Pre-K Children only  
February 7 – 10 Progress Reports Distributed  
February 8 Possible Make-Up Picture Day since we had quarantine classes the last time 
February 10 Safe Environment Lesson 
February 13 Super Bowl Sunday: Cincinnati Bengals vs. Los Angeles Rams 
February 14 Valentine’s Day 
February 18  *FULL DAY FACULTY MEETING: NO SCHOOL – NO IN-PERSON CLASSES -  

Virtual Learning Day for Students *NEW (It was not on the September calendar) 
February 21  PRESIDENTS’ DAY HOLIDAY– NO SCHOOL 
March 2 Ash Wednesday: School Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
March 4 In-View Testing Begins for Grades 3 to 7 today 
March 7 – 11 Terra Nova Testing, Grades 3 to 7 
March 14 Professional Development Day for Faculty: No School for Students 
March 18 Report Cards will be posted 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Do you have family members or friends who value a Catholic Education? 
Do you have family members or friends whose children might want to come to St. Cecilia 
School? Ask them to call our office at 215-725-8588 or email us admissions@stceciliafc.com  
for more information or to set up a tour.  
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Covid-19 Update:  After our recent meeting about the changes to the Philadelphia Department of Health, we will 
not be able to implement a shorter isolation period for those who test positive for Covid.  We will not have to 
quarantine close contacts in the classrooms, however.  The reason is because the students and teachers are 
masked most of the time.  What we need to monitor very closely, however, are the close contacts who are in the 
cafeteria since masks are down while the students eat.  Since the students talk when their masks are pulled up, 
we are hopeful that we will not have many (if any) close contacts from the cafeteria.   
 
Related Covid-19 request - Mask Donations: While most students have been great about bringing masks, we still 
have to supply a number of masks each day. We are running low on the larger masks.  You have been great at 
donating paper towels, disinfecting wipes, tissues, and hand sanitizer.  At this time, if you are able to donate them 
and there are supplies available, we could use some masks.  Please send them to the office.  If we receive a good 
supply, we will distribute to the classrooms as well. Thank you in advance! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
I know that it is not easy to tell us if ther are changes in your families.  If there are new 
or recent custody agreements, for example, we will need to have them on file in 
school.  If you have different people who might need to pick up your children from 

school or CARES, or people who are no longer able to do so, please let us know that as well.  Please do not 
hesitate to call or email me to let me know or to set up a time to talk.  We do not want to pry, but we do want to 
know these changes in order to best help and protect your children. Thank you! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
Reminder: Our school day begins at 8:00 a.m.  
All students need to be in their classrooms by 8:00 a.m.  This way, everyone is 
unpacked and ready to pray at 8:10.  We do allow for bad weather, like we had last 
week.  The forecast this week is pretty good, so I hope everyone will be able to make 
it on time for school. Thank you! 
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Thank you for the tremendous support of  

Catholic Schools Week 

at St. Cecilia School! 

 

We thank all of our Faculty and Staff for all they did to prepare 

for Catholic Schools Week and for all they do EVERYDAY 

for the students and families of St. Cecilia School! 

 

We thank our Mission and Marketing Advancement Team 

for planning and hosting our Open House! 

It was wonderful!  

It was great to see so many families from every grade! 

 

Thank you to our Student Council for giving tours 

to our current and future families! 

 

We thank you for the support of Wacky Tacky Tuesday! 

Not only were the outfits fun to see,  

the generous donations of canned goods  

will help many families this winter! 

 

 


