
A Prayer for the New Year . . . . . . . . . . . Fr. Brian Cavanaugh, TOR 

"Grant us, O Lord: 
The hope to envision new dreams; 
The strength to rise above our limitations, 
     our fears and whatever holds us down; 
The courage to stand on our own, to stretch our imagination, 
     and to experience being fully human, fully alive; 
The faith to live our lives in your image and likeness. 
Guide us, O Lord, this new year, every way, every day. Amen." 
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Epiphany . . . . . . . . .Bishop Norbert Gaughan, 1/5/1986 

     "Epiphany — a word we little use — but could or should…The Irish writer James Joyce used ‘epiphany’ to 
signify a change that occurs in a person as a result of some insight, something one learned that day. Christ’s 
Epiphany is to change us; it says God is in our midst and available. 

     There are epiphanies all about us. The Lord reveals himself to us in many ways in a day but…we may not be 
prepared to see Him.…He reveals himself in the unexpectedly good thing that suddenly comes upon us.  

     It’s not luck, or good fortune, but God’s love revealed for us, to us…He is there where we do not expect 
Him; He comes in the casual, the ordinary. No need to travel far, as the Magi did. But if we are unwilling to 
meet Him in the unexpected or even the expected, we may miss Him." 
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Dear Parents,                 January 2, 2022 
       

I hope you had a wonderful Christmas! Happy New Year! 
 

As we begin a new year, I thought this prayer was very good. While all the lines in the prayer are powerful and 
true, the one that really struck me was, “Grant us, O Lord, … the faith to live our lives in your image and 
likeness.”   Could you imagine a world, a country, a city, a school where we all had the faith to live our lives in 
the image and likeness of Jesus? If we did, then we would be able to 

• Stand up to people who do wrong or who treat others unjustly 

• Lead our children away from the evils of social media, technology, gaming that destroy our young 
people’s innocence and respect for life 

• Show love and respect for our all, especially for young people, for the elderly and the handicapped 

• Follow all the examples Jesus gave us that we read in the Gospels 
 
As we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany, of the Wise Men visiting Jesus, perhaps the reflection on 
“epiphanies” can help us to be open to God’s love revealed to us every day, in so many ways. Perhaps, we can 
call upon the faith from our New Year prayer to help us to be open and willing “to meet Him in the unexpected 
or even the expected.”  
 

May this New Year be filled with many blessings for your families and you. May we get closer to God each day. 
May 2022 be a year of finding God every day, in all of the expected and unexpected events of every day!  
 

Happy New Year! 
God bless you, 
Sister Catherine Irene, IHM 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Looking Ahead: 
January 3   Classes resume 
January 6   Women’s Bible Study Group begins at 7:00 pm 
January 7   Safe Environment Lesson 
January 11   Grade 8 Confessions, 9:30 a.m. 
    Iron Hill Fundraiser, see flyer 
January 12   District Principal meeting 
January 13   Grade 7 Confessions, 9:30 a.m. 
January 14 Full-Day Professional Development Day for VBRD: No in-person classes today 

              This will be a Remote Learning Day for Students (work sent home) 
January 17   Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday – No School 
January 18   Grade 6 Confessions, 9:30 a.m. 
January 20   Grade 5 Confessions, 9:30 a.m. 
January 25   Grade 4 Confessions, 9:30 a.m.  
    Iron Hill Fundraiser, see flyer 
January 27   Grade 3 Confessions, 9:30 a.m. 
January 30 CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK MASS, 9:30 a.m. and OPEN HOUSE  

All families, current and future, are invited to the Mass and Open House 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Do you have family members or friends who value a Catholic Education? 
Do you have family members or friends whose children might want to come to St. Cecilia 
School? Ask them to call our office at 215-725-8588 or email us admissions@stceciliafc.com  
for more information or to set up a tour.  

 
  

 
 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Upcoming School Events :  Our students will be participating in a Robotics competition this 
week as well as Future Cities!  We wish them the best of luck in these projects that t hey have 
worked on since the beginning of the school year ! We thank Mrs. Deb Brewster for 
coordinating these two major projects .   This year, we have had a few teachers who have also 
assisted during and after school . Thank you,  Mrs. Brewster and our Teacher Helpers ! 
 
 

Coming Soon: We will be sending out information about our new Continuous Enrollment 
Plan for our current families to re-enroll or to let us know of your plans for the 2022 -
2023 school year.  

In this spirt of GRATEFULNESS AND 

GRATITUDE, we thank you for your 

prayers, gifts, cards, and many 

thoughtful messages at Christmas. We 

deeply appreciate your many 

kindnesses! 

We hope you have a wonderful New 

Year! God bless you! 

mailto:admissions@stceciliafc.com


Reminders about Returning to School: UPDATED 
Over Christmas, the CDC issued new recommendations about isolation and quarantine if a person tests 
positive or if a person has been exposed to someone who tests positive.  Please know that these 
recommendations do not apply to schools. Therefore, we will continue to follow the 10-day Isolation 
and Quarantine periods, as followed by the Philadelphia Department of Health. These guidelines are 
posted on our website.  
 

Please know that we will continue to enforce the mask requirements. They have not been lifted or 
become optional. The Archdiocese of Philadelphia continues to mandate masks in the HIGH and 
SUBSTANTIAL positivity rates. Our Secretary of Elementary Education monitors those rates each week 
and is in constant community with local health departments and school superintendents.  
 

I continue to remind you that if your child is sick in any way that you keep him or her home to be safe. 
The new variant looks like and feels like a common cold, but it is so contagious. The regular winter 
illnesses are back, including the flu and strep throat. While we will not live stream to a student for 
these illnesses, all work will be posted on Google Classroom. We will also work with our families and 
teachers to assure that the students have what they need to stay connected with school. Finally, 
remember, if a child is sick, he or she should rest. Let’s continue to do our best to stay healthy and to 
keep our families as healthy as possible, too!  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Additional Reminders as we move into 2022: 
 

• Dress Code: Please review the Dress Code/Uniform Policy that can be found on our website, 
https://scsfoxchase.org/student-dress-code. You can also find the contact information about the 
Uniform Exchange as well at https://scsfoxchase.org/uniform-exchange 
In particular, I ask you to look at the following items:  

o Haircuts:  Some students are in need of haircuts. If your child’s hair is in his/her eyes, then I 
ask that you take them for haircuts. No one should be wearing a fad haircut. If you have any 
questions, please do not hesitate to ask. 

o Uniforms and School Shoes:  Some uniforms are too short. Please work on adjusting the hems. 
Also, I do see a lot of students wearing sneakers with their uniforms instead of the regulation 
school shoes.  

• Traffic requests:  It is that time of year to remind you about the student drop off on Stanwood Street. 
It is important that you do not double park or pull up quickly to the parking spots. Sister Carolyn is 
doing a great job with traffic control, but we ask that everyone cooperate with Sister’s directions.  
Remember, we are all looking out for the safety and protection of our children.  

• Winter Weather:  At some point, we are going to have consistently cooler weather.  I ask that you 
remind your children (especially the older ones) to dress appropriately.  We will have outdoor recess 
as much as possible.  Also, we will open windows (even slightly) for ventilation, throughout the winter. 
Students are not permitted to wear hooded sweatshirts inside school. Please make sure that they have 
the blue St. Cecilia sweaters or vests. On Gym days, they should only be wearing the CREW neck St. 
Cecilia sweatshirts. Again, the hooded sweatshirts are not allowed for P.E./Gym classes. Thank you for 
your assistance in all of these matters.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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