
The Brick 
             Author Unknown 

 

A young and successful executive was traveling down a neighborhood street, going a bit too 
fast in his new Jaguar.  

 

He was watching for kids darting out from between parked cars and slowed down when he thought he saw 
something. As his car passed, no children appeared. Instead, a brick smashed into the Jag's side door!  
 

He slammed on the brakes and backed the Jag back to the spot where the brick had been thrown. The angry 
driver then jumped out of the car, grabbed the nearest kid and pushed him up against a parked car shouting, 
"What was that all about and who are you? Just what the heck are you doing? That's a new car and that brick you 
threw is going to cost a lot of money. Why did you do it?"  
 

The young boy was apologetic.  
 

"Please, mister... please, I'm sorry but I didn't know what else to do," He pleaded. "I threw the brick because no 
one else would stop... "  With tears dripping down his face and off his chin, the youth pointed to a spot just 
around a parked car.  
 

"It's my brother," he said. "He rolled off the curb and fell out of his wheelchair and I can't lift him up."  
Now sobbing, the boy asked the stunned executive, "Would you please help me get him back into his wheelchair? 
He's hurt and he's too heavy for me."  
 

Moved beyond words, the driver tried to swallow the rapidly swelling lump in his throat. He hurriedly lifted the 
handicapped boy back into the wheelchair, then took out a linen handkerchief and dabbed at the fresh scrapes 
and cuts.  
 

A quick look told him everything was going to be okay.  
 

"Thank you and may God bless you," the grateful child told the stranger.  
 

Too shook up for words, the man simply watched the boy push his wheelchair-bound brother down the sidewalk 
toward their home. It was a long, slow walk back to the Jaguar.  
 

The damage was very noticeable, but the driver never bothered to repair the dented side door. He kept the dent 
there to remind him of this message. "Don't go through life so fast that someone has to throw a brick at you to 
get your attention!"  
 

God whispers in our souls and speaks to our hearts. Sometimes when we don't have time to listen, He has to 
throw a brick at us. It's our choice to listen or not. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
+Dear Parents,          January 24, 2022 
 

We are now in the  liturgical season of Ordinary Time.  Yet, in our faith life, no day is “ordinary.”  At any given 
moment, God is inviting us to follow Him more closely, encouraging us to reach out to others more frequently, 
and challenging us to love Him more deeply, especially as we love one another.  Do we take time to listen?   
During this season of Ordinary Time, let us commit ourselves to slow down and to listen to God, to look for God in 
all the people we meet each day.  It will truly transform us and our world so that we will be living in the season of 
Extraordinary Time! 
 

Have a great week! 
God bless you! 
Sister Catherine Irene, IHM 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



Looking Ahead: 
January 24   Grade 5 Confessions, 9:30 a.m. 
January 25   Grade 4 Confessions, 9:30 a.m.  
    Iron Hill Fundraiser, see flyer on website 
January 27 Grade 3 Confessions, 9:30 a.m. 
January 30 CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK MASS, 9:30 a.m. and OPEN HOUSE – See flyer 

All families, current and future, are invited to the Mass and Open House 
February 1 Wacky Tacky Tuesday and Canned Food Drive – Details on CSW Flyer 
February 2 School Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.: PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 
February 3 Faculty Appreciation Day: Luncheon provided by Home and School 
February 4 Student Appreciation Day: BINGO – Bring a Special Snack Day 
February 7 Pre-K Parent-Teacher Conferences: No School for Pre-K Children only  
February 7 – 10 Progress Reports Distributed  
February 8 Possible Make-Up Picture Day since we had quarantine classes the last time 
February 10 Safe Environment Lesson 
February 18  *FULL DAY FACULTY MEETING: NO SCHOOL – NO IN-PERSON CLASSES -  

Virtual Learning Day for Students *NEW (It was not on the September calendar) 
February 21  PRESIDENTS’ DAY HOLIDAY– NO SCHOOL 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

On Saturday, January 22, 2022, our St. Cecilia School Future City Team 

competed with 31 other Philadelphia and suburban schools. Our team 

finished in Third Place.  Congratulations to this tremendous accomplishment!  

(Please note: our students worked after school and on weekends.  Some of 

the top schools do all their work during the school day.) We are grateful to 

Mrs.  Debbie Brewster, our 7th/8th Grade Science Teacher and Coach, and to Mr. George Gaynor, our Engineer 

Mentor, for their leadership and guidance.  This year, we also had the help of a high school mentor, William 

Wranosky.  We thank all of you for your guidance and leadership 
 

We congratulate our team members:  Alexander Matthews, Christian Matthews, Owen Cihak, Mary Erin Mc 

Monagle, James Lamaina, Kennadie Lapacinski, Sadie Eberle, Matthew Carey, Brendan Carey, Erin 

Hargarty, Helena Wood, Christian Szor, Gennesis Tolentino, and Kayla Zidow!   

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Morning Arrival:  Our morning arrival seems to take a long time. We have students arriving at 7:00 a.m.  If that is 

the case, then they should go to the cafeteria for breakfast.  Mrs. Frosch has breakfast ready at that time.  We 

encourage our students that come by bus to go to the cafeteria for breakfast as well.  When students arrive so 

early, they have to wait in the hallways before they can go to their classrooms.  No one is permitted in a 

classroom until a teacher is there.  We do open the doors at 7:15 (some buses arrive by that time), but students 

will not go to their classrooms until 7:30.  All students should be in their classrooms by 8:00 a.m. so that we can 

begin our day on time.   Prayers begin at 8:10.  Anyone who arrives when prayers begin will be marked as 

late/tardy.  We also ask that everyone drop their children off safely and correctly on Stanwood.  Sister Carolyn 

does a wonderful job out there in the mornings.  Sister might not always be there if she has to help in a classroom 

or if it is bitter cold.  We thank you for your assistance with all aspects of our morning arrival!   

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Dismissal Reminders:  Please know if parents are not there when we walk the lines out to Stanwood or to Rhawn 

Streets, the teachers will bring them back to school, especially in the cold weather. If you do not see your child, 

then we ask you to come to the main office to pick them up.  Please be careful as you drive into the school yard 

for there could be a bus that might still need to come. Last week, a car was driving through the parking lot just as 

the bus pulled in. I don’t think the bus driver expected anyone in the school yard. I think the car’s driver thought 

all buses were gone.  Reminder: NO ONE SHOULD BE PARKED IN THE PARKING LOT FOR DISMISSAL. Thank you!  



 

Virtual Learning Update:  In my email last week, I said that we would live-stream lessons for at least two weeks.  
Our numbers of virtual learners have significantly decreased last week.  Most of our students who had tested 
positive, as well as their close contacts, have or will be returning this week. As a result, Friday, January 28 will be 
the last day for us to live-stream.   Please remember that the students’ assignments will continue to be posted on 
Google Classroom.  Students will be able to keep up with assignments using Google Classroom. Furthermore, our 
teachers will continue to reach out to students and you if they need to stay home for any reason.   Thank you! 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Covid Guidelines from the Philadelphia Department of Public Health:   On Thursday, January 19, the PDPH 
updated their Covid guidelines.  We are having a meeting this week to learn more about them.  As I reviewed the 
updates, I read that there will continue to be a very strong emphasis on masks in our schools.  The guidelines are 
also looking very closely at times when the students will not have masks on while they are inside: lunch time, 
music lessons, and physical education classes.  These are considered high risk exposure times.  Contract tracing 
will focus on these times. We should have less students who will need to stay home. We should be able to shorten 
the isolation and quarantine times, but we will need to follow the updated guidelines.  Again, we will have a 
meeting this week to get more specific instructions. I just want to prepare you as much as possible. To read the 
full guidelines, please go to:  
https://www.phila.gov/2022-01-19-updated-covid-guidance-for-schools/  
or for all of the guidelines, https://www.phila.gov/programs/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-
19/guidance/guidance-documents/schools-guidance/      Thank you! 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Mask Donations: While most students have been great about bringing masks, we still have to supply a number of 
masks each day. We are running low on the larger masks.  You have been great at donating paper towels, 
disinfecting wipes, tissues, and hand sanitizer.  At this time, if you are able to donate them and there are supplies 
available, we could use some masks.  Please send them to the office.  If we receive a good supply, we will 
distribute to the classrooms as well. Thank you in advance! 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Catholic Schools Week – Your Help is Needed!   
On the next page, you will find our schedule for Catholic Schools Week. We need your help with two activities. 

1. One activity that we have planned is to write to the First Responders and Helpers in our Community.  We 
are going to ask our students to write to the Police, Fire-fighters, EMTs, Nurses, Doctors, Healthcare 
Workers, Hospital and Nursing Home Workers. We are also going to write to our Crossing Guards, Lunch 
Aides and Recess Aides.  These are just some of the members of the community who help us so much.  
How can you help? If you are a First Responder or if you have family members who are, please send us 
yours and their names. We would like to write to all of you personally. We also want to create a prayer list 
of our First Responders and have your names posted in our classrooms and in our prayer corners.  I will 
have a special form at the end of the Weekly Word and we will send it to you as well. 
   

2. On Tuesday of Catholic Schools Week, we will have Wacky Tacky Tuesday.  Students will be able to dress 
in a wacky tacky way. They can wear different socks, crazy hair, two different shoes, a striped shirt with 
plaid pants, or other wacky combinations.  If they want to participate and dress this way, all they need to 
do is bring in a canned good or non-perishable food item that we will send to a local food pantry or food 
cupboard.  It should be a fun way to help those in need! 

  

https://www.phila.gov/2022-01-19-updated-covid-guidance-for-schools/
https://www.phila.gov/programs/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/guidance/guidance-documents/schools-guidance/
https://www.phila.gov/programs/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/guidance/guidance-documents/schools-guidance/


 

Catholic Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service 

January 30 – February 5, 2022 
 

The theme for Catholic Schools Week is “Catholic Schools: Faith. Excellence. Service.” 
According to the  NCEA Marketing Toolkit, “As communities of faith, Catholic schools 
instill in students their destiny to become saints. Academic excellence is the hallmark of 
Catholic education intentionally directed to the growth of the whole person – mind, body 
and spirit. Finally, service is fundamental to Catholic education and the core of Catholic 
discipleship. Service is intended to help form people who are not only witnesses to 

Catholic social teaching, but also active participants through social learning.”  

“The CSW logo emphasizes that the Catholic school, like the Catholic Church, is not a building or an institution, but 
it is the people. As the people of God, we work together to bring the Kingdom of God to Earth and raise up the 
next generation to do the same. The image of teachers and students forming the foundation of the school shows 
that they are active people of faith who serve others and God.” 

Retrieved from: https://aopelementary.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/21-22_NCEA_Marketing_Kit_DOG_v7-2.pdf 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Sunday, 1/30  Celebrating our Parish  

Student Speakers at Masses  
9:30 a.m. – Liturgy to open Catholic Schools Week  

   Open House for Current and New Families to follow mass;  
PLEASE NOTE:  
ALL VISITORS, FAMILIES, AND STUDENTS MUST WEAR A MASK TO THE OPEN HOUSE 

 

Monday, 1/31  Celebrating our Community and our Helpers 
Classes will write Thank You Notes to our Crossing Guards, Police, Fire Fighters, Nurses, 
Lunch Aides, and all who assist our school 

 

Tuesday, 2/1  Celebrating our Service to those in Need 
Students may wear Wacky, Tacky outfits when they bring in a non-perishable food item 
for a local food pantry.  (Wacky Tacky ideas - two different socks, crazy hair, two different 
shoes, a striped shirt and plaid pants, and more) 

 

Wednesday, 2/2 Celebrating and Thanking our Families 
School Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.: All will wear their formal uniforms today** 
We will take pictures of classes and/or grades to make a collage and/or videos with 
special messages to you, our St. Cecilia Families!    

 

Thursday, 2/3  Celebrating our Faculty and Staff - Faculty Appreciation Day: Dress Down for Staff 

Luncheon in the Cecilian Room from Home & School 
Students wear Green and Gold in Honor of St. Cecilia School (including their hooded 
sweatshirts) and all who help and support them.   

    

Friday, 2/4 Celebrating our Students: Student Appreciation Day 
Classes will play BINGO in the Auditorium  
Students will have a DRESS DOWN DAY  
 

    

“May we all strive to live in active service of Jesus and his mission 
as we nationally join together during Catholic Schools Week and always.” 

 
 

https://aopelementary.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/21-22_NCEA_Marketing_Kit_DOG_v7-2.pdf


 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrating our Community and Helpers 
 

Are you a First Responder or do you have family members who are First Responders?  
Are you a Police Officer, Fire-fighter, EMT, Nurse, Doctor,  
Healthcare Worker, Hospital or Nursing Home Worker?  

Do you have family members who serve in these areas or are retired from them? 
Do you or your family members serve in the Military or Reserves? 

 
If you answered yes to any of these questions,  

please complete and return this form by Thursday, January 27. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Names of all First Responders and Community Helpers in your family (please include yourself, too). 
 
               
 
               
 
               
 
               
 
               
 
               
 
               
 
               
 
               
 
               
 

Thank you!! 
 


