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September 3, 2021 
 
Dear St. Cecilia School Community, 
 
Before I go into details about the opening of school, I ask that we remember all those who have been affected by the 
recent events around our neighborhoods, our country, and the world.  We are truly blessed at St. Cecilia School that 
we can stop and pray for and with each other!  Let us pray for:  
 

 Those who are sick with Covid-19 and for all those who care for them.   
Those in our area affected by the recent hurricanes, tornadoes, and floods 

 Those in our country affected by so many natural disasters, wild fires, hurricanes, floods,  
 The people of Haiti as they continue to recover from the earthquake and hurricane 
 The people of Afghanistan  
 Our military, our first responders, and health care workers  
 All essential workers, especially TEACHERS!  
 For each other and all of our special intentions!   

 
It is hard to believe that it is Labor Day. This summer has been unusually busy. One of the reasons has been the almost 
daily updates we receive from the Office of Catholic Schools, the Pennsylvania and Philadelphia Departments of 
Health, and the CDC.  Although we thought this year would be different, we still have some of the same health and 
safety precautions in place.  Let me summarize them here: 
 
 Masks:  to be worn by ALL: Faculty, Staff, students, visitors, volunteers, etc., while indoors 
 No masks are needed for outside recess or for outside PE classes 
 Short mask breaks will continue; plastic shields may be worn in addition to the masks 
 For serious health issues, a medical exemption may be possible.  
 
 Social Distancing: at least 3 feet apart from centers of desks, sitting in the gym or bleachers, and moving 
 inside the school buildings 
 
 Health Checks: continued to be monitored and checked AT HOME, BEFORE COMING TO  SCHOOL; no student, 
 faculty, staff or visitor should come to school or enter the buildings if he/she does not feel well 
 
 Cohorts: Students will now be able to play with students in their grade and in different homerooms; in  
 departmental grades, students will now change rooms for their different classes 
 
 Lunch:  Students in grades 1 to 8 will eat in the cafeteria. Plastic dividers will be used to allow students to sit 
 across from each other.  Pre-K and K will continue to eat in their classrooms.  
 (Kindergarten might be adjusted, but we are working on those details.) 
 
 Hand-sanitizing: Students will sanitize their hands before entering their classrooms; they will not sanitize 
 outside before school in the morning. Students will continue to sanitize throughout the day 
 
 Continued cleaning: Bathrooms, stairwells, door knobs, classrooms will continued to be cleaned  and 
 disinfected throughout the day 
 
 Virtual Learning: We will NOT offer virtual, live-stream learning this year at St.  Cecilia School, unless a grade 
 or class has be in quarantine for a period of time.  Then, the teacher(s) will live  stream with the classes.  On 
 snow days, we will use virtual learning, however.  When a student has to be home due to any sickness, work 
 will be posted on Google Classroom.  
 
 Volunteers:  We will ALLOW volunteers this year, but ALL VOLUNTEERS MUST BE VACCINATED  AND SHOW 
 THEIR VACCINATION CARDS IN ORDER TO ASSIST IN ST. CECILIA SCHOOL. 
 



It is our sincerest goal and hope that many of the treasured traditions of St. Cecilia School will resume this year. They 
might look different with the students wearing their masks under Halloween costumes, for pageants, etc.   I know that 
we were so successful last year and our students did so well.  How did this happen? I think it is for two reasons.  First, 
they were with their friends.  Second, all of you, our parents, were supported them in following our guidelines, both at 
home in school. We all wanted the best for our children and it worked. May this continue to be our goal this year as 
we strive to stay safe, healthy, and happy!  Our faith, hope, and positive attitude will and did make the difference! 
 
As I said earlier, it was a busy summer.  You might have seen it on Facebook and in the parish bulletin that we needed 
quite a few teachers.  Since Mrs. Brewster delayed her retirement for a couple of months, we now have teachers for 
every homeroom.  (We are grateful that she will get the students off to a great start!)  I will include a list of our 
updated faculty members with this email.  We will continue to look for a computer teacher as well as for an upper 
grade science teacher. 
 
The faculty is in the process of sending emails out to their classes.  If you enrolled later and the faculty did not receive 
your updated enrollment, then, it is possible that you might not receive an email.  We will email you as soon as we 
can.  Your children will go directly to their NEW homeroom this year.  The teachers will be in their homerooms waiting 
to meet their new students. A faculty or staff member will be in the front of school to assist your children to their new 
classrooms, especially to help those who are new to St. Cecilia School. We ask that all students in Grades 2 to 8 arrive 
by 8:00 a.m.  For Pre-K, Kindergarten, and Grade 1, you have received detailed directions of when and where your 
children will report and dismiss.  Dismissal for Grades 2 to 8 will be at 12:30 p.m.  These details are:  The supply list for 
each grade has been posted on the website.  All school supplies are now posted on the website at 
https://scsfoxchase.org/ 
 

September  
8 Opening Day for Grades 1 to 8 – Grades 2 to 8 report at 8 a.m. – Dismissal at 12:30 p.m.  
 Grade 1 report at 9 a.m. to auditorium – Dismissal at 12 noon for Grade 1 

Grade K Orientation: Parents and Children, 9:30 – 11:30 
 Pre-K Parent Meeting, 7:00 p.m. in the Auditorium  
9 Grades 1 to 8 report 8 a.m. – Dismissal at 12:30 p.m. 
 Grade K Report: 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 Pre-K Orientation for Children: 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  

CARES (after school program) Parent Meeting 7 p.m. in Auditorium 
10 Grades 1 to 8 – Dismissal at 12:30 p.m.      

Grade K Report: 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 pm 
 Pre-K Orientation for Children, 9:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 Classroom Band Demonstrations today  
13 All Students report to school regular classes: FULL DAY with regular time schedule 

 
For their uniforms, the Dress Code is also posted on the homepage of the website (above). Please know that the 
students may wear their gym uniforms for the month of September.  We are aware that it has been difficult to receive 
uniforms from Flynn and O’Hara, from DiGiulio's, and from the Uniform Exchange, especially for Grade 5 girls.  We 
hope this additional time for gym uniforms will be a help.   
 
Our Hot Lunch program will begin on Monday, September 13. All children are entitled to a free breakfast, too. The 
breakfast program will begin on Wednesday, September 8.  All students are asked to continue to bring their water 
bottles to school this year and to continue to bring their snacks. We will not sell pretzels this year.   
  
I hope you have a good, long weekend. Our office will be closed on Monday.  Our Faculty and Staff will begin the year 
with mass on Tuesday morning. Please be assured of our prayers.  Following Mass, we will have our opening Faculty 
Meeting. I tell you this in case you do not hear from us right away. I encouraged the teachers to rest and relax this 
weekend.  I encourage you to do the same as well.  
 
God bless you,  
 

Sister Catherine Irene, IHM and    
Principal 
 

Sister Carolyn Elizabeth Braun, IHM 
Vice-Principal 

https://scsfoxchase.org/

