
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I am the true vine, and my Father 
is the vinedresser.  Every branch in me that bears no fruit he 
cuts away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes 
to make it bear even more.  You are pruned already, by 
means of the word that I have spoken to you.   Make your 
home in me, as I make mine in you. As a branch cannot bear 
fruit all by itself, but must remain part of the vine, neither 
can you unless you remain in me.  I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Whoever remains in me, with me in him, bears 
fruit in plenty; for cut off from me you can do nothing.   

Anyone who does not remain in me is like a branch that has been thrown away – he withers; these branches 
are collected and thrown on the fire, and they are burnt.   If you remain in me and my words remain in you, 
you may ask what you will and you shall get it.   It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit, 
and then you will be my disciples.’         John 15:1-8 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

+Dear St. Cecilia Families,  
 

I am the Vine, you are the branches. We have heard this verse quite often, I am sure. It is from this week’s 
Gospel.  Simply said, Jesus is the Vine and we, the branches, are his followers.   
 

I read a reflection from Fr. Adrian Gaffney.  He said, “The image of the vine is particularly effective because the 
branches cannot live without their attachment to the vine, neither can they be fruitful without the goodness 
provided by the vine. To live with Christ is to bear fruit. It is in drawing strength from Jesus that Christians 
can bear fruit in faith and good works. 
 

The image also has its negative side. Branches which do not bear fruit are removed by the vinedresser and 
they are burnt. This development of the image invites us to consider the consequences of a refusal to be 
nourished by the kindness of God.”    Retrieved on May 2, 2021 from https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/reflection/i-vine-branches/ 

 

There is no need for me to add to this message.  We know what we need to do this week (and always): Remain 
in Jesus and rely on Him and you will surely do much good!    
 

Have a great week! 
God bless you, 
Sister Catherine  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Congratulations to Room 23 who received their First Holy Communion this past Saturday.  We 
thank their teacher, Mrs. Stokes, for all that she did to prepare them throughout the year.  The 
mass was absolutely beautiful.  Our young children surely give us the example of how to “remain 
in Jesus” and to stay close to Him! Let us continue to pray for them and for Rooms 21 and 22 who 
will receive their First Holy Communion next week.  Thank you to Sister Carolyn Shomper and 
Mrs. Smith for all they are doing for their students as well! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Thank you to all of our teachers who always work so hard, and most especially 
this year!  Many of you have told me that you are so grateful for all that your 
children’s teachers are doing. You recognize the different challenges of the year 
and how they have risen to them.   
 

If you can this week, thank your children’s teachers.  Please know that we are 
truly grateful for them!!! 

 

And to our parents who are teachers, Happy Teacher Appreciation Week to you, too!  May all teachers be 
abundantly blessed for all they do to teach, lead, and serve God’ children!! 

https://www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/reflection/i-vine-branches/


Looking Ahead: 
May 5  Principals Meeting 
May 7  Confessions for Rooms 21 and 22 

Regular School Day 
May 8 First Holy Communion:  

Room 22 at 10:00 a.m. and Room 21 at Noon 
May 9  Happy Mother’s Day! 
May 12  May Procession: We hope to have it outside for all students to attend. 
May 13  Ascension Thursday: NO SCHOOL for STUDENTS – Faculty Meeting in person 
May 14  School Holiday: NO SCHOOL for Faculty and Students 
May 21  St. Cecilia Walk-a-thon 
May 31  Memorial Day: School Holiday 
June 2 – 10 End-of-the Year Assessments 
June 9  Confessions, Grade 3, 9:30 a.m. 
June 10 Confessions, Grade 4, 9:30 a.m.   

Last Day for Hot Lunch 
June 11 Pre-K and Kindergarten Closings – in church;  

12:30 Dismissal for Grades 1 to 7: this is new due to a 2:00 wedding in Church 
No School for Grade 8 

June 14 Confessions, Grade 5, 9:30 a.m. 
12:30 Dismissal: NO CARES for Grades 1 to 7  
Grade 8 End-of-Year Block Party Celebration, 4:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

June 15  Confessions, Grade 6, 9:30 a.m.  
12:30 Dismissal, Grades 1 to 7 

June 16  Confessions, Grade 7, 9:30 a.m. 
12:30 Dismissal for Grades 1 to 7 
Grades 8 Graduation: 5:00 p.m.     

June 17  Teacher Workday: No School for students 
June 18  Last Day of School: Two prayer services to end year in Church. 
   School ends at 10:30 a.m. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Happy Mother’s Day  
to all of our Mothers and Mothers-to-Be, 
to our Grandmothers and Godmothers,  
to our Step-Mothers, Foster Mothers, and Guardians! 
 

All-loving God, we give you thanks and praise for mothers young and old. 
 

We pray for young mothers, who give life and count toes and tend to our every need;  
May they be blessed with patience and tenderness to care for their families and themselves with great joy. 
 

We pray for our own mothers who have nurtured and cared for us;  
May they continue to guide us in strong and gentle ways. 
 

We remember mothers who are separated from their children because of war, poverty, or conflict;  
May they feel the loving embrace of our God who wipes every tear away. 
 

We pray for women who are not mothers but still love and shape us with motherly care and compassion. 
 

We remember mothers, grandmothers, and great-grandmothers who are no longer with us  
but who live forever in our memory and nourish us with their love.  
Amen. 

 

 



 

 

MASK REMINDERS:  Please make sure that your child’s mask fits properly. We are noticing that some masks 
are too big or stretched out and not covering the nose. Students should be wearing a clean mask each day as 
well.  It would be helpful for students to have a spare mask in their backpack. Please let them know that we 
have disposable masks in the office if they need one. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

VIRTUAL REMINDERS:  We still have many families who are calling a child out absent or sending an email that 
your child or children will be virtual for a day.  At times, an email was sent to the teacher after 7:00 a.m.   The 
teachers haven’t checked emails but some parents arrive expecting books.   
 

If students have to go to virtual, then they should be home for multiple days.  If your child has a cold, allergies, 
or other sicknesses (not COVID), then he/she should not be virtual.  The following situations are where some 
students may need to switch to virtual and are well enough to log in: 
*There might be some exposure  
*Your family traveled to a hotspot 
*Extended quarantine per doctor's orders 
 ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

VIRTUAL LEARNING ETTIGUETTE:  It is a good time to remind some students about the behavior is expected 
during virtual learning. Please review the following with your children or to:  
*Please do not have siblings jumping into other classes. 
*Please show up on time for class. 
*Cameras should stay on. 
*Make sure that when you are not responding your microphones are muted. 
*Have students in quiet areas with no noises. 
*Please check in on the children periodically. Some students will log on but do not respond when called on 
during class.   
*Students need to be respectful when they are talking to the other virtual students or to their teachers.   
*Work must be submitted on time. 
*We ask that parents and teachers respond to teachers about missing or incomplete assignments. 
 
Thank you so much for your attention to these matters.   
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

ST. CECILIA SCHOOL 
ANNUAL WALK A THON 
 

COMING MAY 21st, 2021!  

Please note the changes in schedule for this week and next. 
May 7 is a SCHOOL DAY. Students will have classes. 
May 13 and 14 are SCHOOL HOLIDAYS for the students. NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS on MAY 13 and 14.  

THANK YOU! 


