
The Power of the Cross...an incredible story 
 

In 1967 while I was taking a class in photography at the 

University of Cincinnati, I became acquainted with a young 

man named Charles Murray, who was also a student at the 

school and training for the summer Olympics of 1968 as a high 

diver. Charles was very patient with me as I would speak to 

him for hours about Jesus Christ and how He had saved me. 

Charles was not raised in a home that attended any kind of church, so all that I had to tell him was a 

fascination to him. He even began to ask questions about forgiveness of sin. Finally the day came that I 

put a question to him. I asked if he had realized his own need of a redeemer and if he was ready to trust 

Christ as his own Savior. I saw his countenance fall and the guilt in his face. But his reply was a strong 

'no'. In the days that followed he was quiet and often I felt that he was avoiding me, until I got a phone 

call from him. He wanted to know where to look in the New Testament for some verses that I had given 

him about salvation. I gave him the references to several passages and asked if I could meet with him. 

He declined my offer and thanked me for the scripture. I could tell that he was greatly troubled, but I did 

not know where he was or how to help him. 

 

Because he was training for the Olympic Games, Charles had special privileges at the University pool 

facilities. Sometime between 10:30 and 11:00 that evening he decided to go swim and practice a few 

dives. It was a clear night in October and the moon was big and bright. The University pool was housed 

under a ceiling of glass panes so the moon shone brightly across the top of the wall in the pool area. 

Charles climbed to the highest platform to take his first dive. At that moment the Spirit of God began to 

convict him of his sins. All the scripture he had read, all the occasions of witnessing to him about Christ 

flooded his mind. He stood on the platform backwards to make his dive, spread his arms to gather his 

balance, looked up to the wall and saw his own shadow caused by the light of the moon. His shadow 

was in the shape of a cross. He could bear the burden of sin no longer. His heart broke and he sat down 

on the platform and asked God to forgive him and save him. He trusted Jesus Christ twenty some feet in 

the air. Suddenly, the lights in the pool area came on. The attendant had come in to check the pool. As 

Charles looked down from his platform he saw an EMPTY pool which had been drained for repairs. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

March 22, 2021 
 
+Dear St. Cecilia School Community,               
 

I started this reflection on Sunday.  I wanted to say a few words connecting this story to 
Sunday’s Gospel.  Today, while I was praying, I read a verse that said it perfectly well:  O 
God, your Son was lifted up on the cross so that all who look upon him with the eyes of 
faith might be saved. 
 
That is the power of the Cross: we have been saved! The diver in the story had a dramatic experience of 
this message.  While ours might not appear to be so powerful, it is.  We are reminded of the power of 
the Cross every time we look at the crucifixes in our classrooms and homes and every time we make the 
sign of the Cross!  Can I hear an Amen to that? 
 
God bless you, 
Sister Catherine Irene, IHM 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 



Changes to the Calendar for April and May: As I was looking over the calendar for April and May, I 
thought that there were too many interruptions to learning.  I also knew that I wanted to protect faculty 
meetings as well as necessary down time.  So, the calendar will be changed in the following way:  

 April 12: Regular teaching day:  no professional development day 

 April 21: No Science Fair this year.   

 April 23:  Fun Day for the Walk-a-thon will be held, but it will have a different look this year.   

 May 7: Regular teaching day: Since there are two First Communions on May 8, I think it will 
be helpful for the children to be in school to practice and to go to Confession.  (The May 1 
Communion class will be in school the day before their First Holy Communion as well.)  

 May 12: May Procession: Weather-permitting – at the Grotto outside of St. Cecilia Convent 

 May 13: Ascension Thursday:  We use this date for our full-day Faculty Meeting.    

 May 14:  School Holiday and a long weekend! Enjoy!!! 

 May 21: Walkathon 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Looking Ahead:  (All corrected dates are included here.  Please keep n a safe place at home!) 
March 26   Report Cards will be posted on Option C 
    Stations of the Cross at 10:00 a.m. 
March 28   Gertrude Hawk Fundraiser ends 
March 31   Easter Holidays begin – 12:30 DISMISSAL 
April 1    Holy Thursday: NO SCHOOL  
April 2    Good Friday: NO SCHOOL  
April 4    Easter Sunday: Happy Easter!!!!  
April 5    Easter Monday: SCHOOL HOLIDAY 
April 6    Classes resume after Easter holidays 
April 12    REGULAR SCHOOL DAY:  Professional development – CANCELLED  
April 17    New Family Welcome 
April 23    Walkathon Fun Day  
May 1    First Holy Communion: Room 23 at 10:00 a.m. 
May 7    Full- Day Faculty Meeting: Postponed until May 13 
May 8    First Holy Communion: Room 22 at 10:00 a.m. and Room 21 at Noon 
May 12    May Procession 
May 13    Ascension Thursday: Holyday of Obligation–NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS  
May 14    School Holiday (Faculty Meeting will be held on Ascension Thursday) 
May 21    St. Cecilia Walk-a-thon 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

NEW INFORMATION: PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

Do you have family members who want their children to come to our wonderful Pre-K 
but they do not a five-day program?  Well, we have GOOD NEWS for you:  We now 
have the option for a five-morning program or a three-full day program.  THERE ARE 

LIMITED OPENINGS FOR THIS OPTION, so please call us as soon as possible. You don’t want to miss 
out on this opportunity!!!!   
Please continue to tell your families and friends about St. Cecilia School!  All the information and 
forms about coming to St. Cecilia School can be found on our website on the Admissions page.  The 
link is: https://scsfoxchase.org/admissions.  They can also see so many of the exciting things that are 
going on, in person or a virtually, on the St. Cecilia Parish School Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/saintceciliaparishschool/   For more information, please contact email 
Mrs. Lisa Hnat, lisa.hnat@stceciliafc.org.  You can also ask them to contact Sister Catherine Irene or 
Sister Carolyn Braun.  Thank you for spreading the good news about St. Cecilia School! 
 

https://scsfoxchase.org/admissions
https://www.facebook.com/saintceciliaparishschool/
mailto:lisa.hnat@stceciliafc.org


 

Palm Sunday Masses      Good Friday ~ Passion of the Lord 

March 27 ~ 5:00pm (Vigil) March 28 ~    April 2 ~ 3:00pm 

6:30, 8:00, 9:30, 11:00am, 12:30pm  

Stations of the Cross 

Holy Thursday ~ Mass of Lord’s Supper   6:00pm 

April 1 ~ 7:00pm       

Easter Sunday 

Saturday, April 3 ~ 7:00pm (Vigil) 

Sunday, April 4 ~ 6:30am, 8:00am, 9:30am, 

11:00am, 12:30pm 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Repeat Reminders:  
Students’ School Google Email Accounts:  We have noticed that more parents are using their children’s 
Google/Gmail accounts to communicate with your children’s teachers.  The students’ emails accounts 
are part of our school domain and are meant to be used by students and teachers to communicate 
about schoolwork, to log onto Google Classroom, and to submit schoolwork.  If you need to 
communicate with the teachers, Sister Carolyn, or me, we ask that you use your personal account.  That 
also helps the teachers to between a child’s question or assignment and a parent email. Thank you 
making that adjustment.   

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
School Uniforms:  I just want to remind you that some students are not wearing their complete school 
uniform to school.  We have students wearing hooded sweatshirts as part of their gym and regular 
uniforms too.  When I asked a student to remove his hooded sweatshirt, he could not because he did 
not have his tie nor his vest.  Sneakers are still being worn as well. Some girls’ uniforms are too short.  
Some boys need haircuts as well. St. Cecilia School has a wonderful uniform exchange program, if you 
need to get some new uniforms to finish the year.  Please see our website for the contact information: 
https://scsfoxchase.org/uniform-exchange 
                            The date for the spring uniform will be decided soon.  I will keep you posted!! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

https://scsfoxchase.org/uniform-exchange

