
   

Ice Cream is Sometimes Good for the Soul 
 

Last week I took my children to a restaurant.  My six-year-old son asked if he could say grace. 
 

As we bowed our heads he said, "God is good. God is great.  Thank you for the food, and I would 
even thank you more if Mom gets us ice cream for dessert.  And Liberty and justice for all!  Amen!" 
 

 Along with the laughter from the other customers nearby, I heard a woman remark, "That's 
what's wrong with this country.  Kids today don't even know how to pray.  Asking God for ice-cream! Why, I 
never!" 
 

Hearing this, my son burst into tears and asked me, "Did I do it wrong? Is God mad at me?" 
  
As I held him and assured him that he had done a terrific job and God was certainly not mad at him, an elderly 
gentleman approached the table.  He winked at my son and said, "I happen to know that God thought that was a 
great prayer." 
 

 "Really?" my son asked. 
 

 "Cross my heart," the man replied.  Then in a theatrical whisper he added (indicating the woman whose remark 
had started this whole thing), "Too bad she never asks God for ice cream.  A little ice cream is good for the soul 
sometimes." 
  

Naturally, I bought my kids ice cream at the end of the meal.  My son stared at his for a moment and then did 
something I will remember the rest of my life. He picked up his sundae and without a word, walked over and 
placed it in front of the woman. With a big smile he told her, "Here, this is for you.  Ice cream is good for the soul 
sometimes; and my soul is good already." 
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++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
+Dear St. Cecilia School Families,       February 21, 2021 
 

During Lent, we are called to pray, fast, and give alms.   Your family received a letter about Operation Rice Bowl 
and all children are encouraged to participate.  Many people will fast from candy, playing video games, or using 
social media during Lent.  We are also called to pray.  
 

I like this simple story for it shows how our young people view prayer.  They understand prayer as a conversation 
with God and a way to ask God for His help, guidance, and intervention.  Just the other day, when Kindergarten 
was in church for a few minutes of Adoration, I asked them to pray for a special intention.  They bowed their 
heads a little and we prayed the Hail Mary together.  For me, their simple prayer allowed me to ask for God’s 
intercession.   
 

Pope Francis gives us insight into prayer.  He said, “The first element in our Lenten spiritual journey is prayer.  
Prayer is the strength of the Christian and of every person who believes.  In the weakness and frailty of our lives, 
we can turn to God with the confidence of children and enter into communion with him. In the face of so many 
wounds that hurt us and could harden our hearts, we are called to dive into the sea of prayer, which is the sea of 
God’s boundless love, to taste his tenderness.”   
 

Can you see a hardened heart in this story? Can you taste and feel God’s tenderness? This Lent 
may our prayer lead us to be open to God’s boundless love and to spread His tenderness to all 
we meet!  
 

Have a good week! God bless you and your families!    
Sister Catherine Irene, IHM 
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Looking Ahead:     
February 24   Classes will visit church for Adoration for a time between 10:00 am. to noon. 
February 26   Stations of the Cross with different classes 
March 5   Full-Day Faculty Meeting 
    Kindergarten Conferences this day 
March 10   End of Second Trimester* Please note that this is mid-week. Thank you! 
March 11   Beginning of Third Trimester 
March 11-16   Terra Nova Assessments – Gr. 3-7 
March 17   School Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
March 18-19   Terra Nova Assessments – Gr. 3-7 
March 26   Report cards 
March 28   Gertrude Hawk Fundraiser ends 
March 31   Easter Holidays begin – 12:30 DISMISSAL 
April 1    Holy Thursday: NO SCHOOL  
April 2    Good Friday: NO SCHOOL  
April 4    Easter Sunday: Happy Easter!!!!  
April 5    Easter Monday: SCHOOL HOLIDAY 
April 6    Classes resume after Easter holidays 
April 12    Professional development – NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Gertrude Hawk Fundraising:  As part of our fundraising program this year, we 
are holding a Virtual Online Sale of Gertrude Hawk Chocolates.  It’s easy to 
participate!  Simply set up an account and share a link so friends and family 
can shop their Spring Catalog virtually. All online orders are shipped directly to 
the customer, so there is no need to collect money.   
 

Our Virtual Online Sale will go up to March 28, 2021.  The Organization ID # is: 121128.   
How Do I Get Started?  
 

GO TO:  https://fundraising.gertrudehawkchocolates.com/ 
1. Create an account if you don’t already have one.  
2. In your account go to My Sellers  
3. Add New Seller  
4. Share your link through email. 
In addition to sharing your sale link through email, parents can share your link through social media posts.  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Do you have family members or friends who value a Catholic Education? 
Do you have family members or friends whose children might want to come to St. Cecilia 
School?  All the information and forms about coming to St. Cecilia School can be found on 
our website on the Admissions page.  Please let your families and friends know.  The link is: 
https://scsfoxchase.org/admissions.  They can also see so many of the exciting things that 

are going on, in person or a virtually, on the St. Cecilia Parish School Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/saintceciliaparishschool/  Share our page with your family, friends, neighbors, and 

co-workers.  For more information, please contact email Mrs. Lisa Hnat, lisa.hnat@stceciliafc.org.  You can 

also ask them to contact Sister Catherine Irene or Sister Carolyn Braun.  Thank you for spreading the good news 
about St. Cecilia School! 
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Terra Nova Tesing Information for Grades 3 to 7:  Terra Nova will start on March 11 with the 
In-View Testing.  Terra Nova tests will continue from March 12, 15, 16, 18, and 19 (none on 
St. Patrick’s Day).  All students must take these standardized tests in school.  Please do not 
schedule doctor or any other appointments or trips on these days.  Thank you in advance 
for your assistance and cooperation  in this matter.  Also, I hope you read the letter that I 

emailed to all families on February 12. It was in reference to our Virtual Students coming into school for their 
Terra Nova tests. It is attach to this Weekly Word as well. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

While I am not often on Stanwood Street for the morning arrival, I was out there for a 
couple of days.  While Sister Carolyn has good control and a set routine, I do ask that 
everyone be cautious.  When I was there, I didn’t move some cars up far enough and we 
had to compete with the snow piles.  As a result, some cars tried to pull into areas where 
there was not enough room.  That backed up traffic on both sides of the street.  We also 
received a call from someone who was driving down Stanwood.  Students were dropped 
off on the opposite side of the street and walking in between cars to get to the school 

side. This driver had to stop suddenly to avoid the child.  I remind you of this because of all the snow that we have 
again.  I also ask you to be mindful when you drop your children off in the Church parking lot. More people are 
coming to mass again, and we will probably see an increase during Lent.   If you pull into the parking lot, please be 
aware of the children who are walking there as well.  While I hear things are a lot better this year, we can always 
be reminded of the safety we need during arrivals and dismissals. Thank you!  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
REPEAT REMINDERS ABOUT STUDENTS RETURNING TO CLASS OR MOVING TO VIRTUAL LEARNING:  

PLEASE REVIEW CAREFULLY 
Virtual Students Returning  
Since some of the local public schools will be returning to in-person or hybrid classes, we know that some of our 
virtual students will return to in-person instruction.  When returning, may we ask you to: 
* Contact your children’s teachers a few days before your child returns 
* Bring any devices that you borrowed from us back to school 
* Bring books back to school as well, but please check with your children’s teachers first.   
You may not need to bring all books back at once.  
 ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Students who Need to be Virtual  
We still receive calls each week of children who have relatives who have tested positive to COVID-19 and must 
quarantine.  Please continue to call us to let us know if your child has been exposed to someone who has tested 
positive. It is important to know the last day your child was with positive person. That will determine when the 
quarantine begins.  If you need a device, please let us know as well. We will get a device for a relative or neighbor 
to pick up.  
  
If you are keeping your child home as a precaution, we ask that you contact the teachers by 7:00 a.m.  It becomes 
difficult for teachers to check emails or to get books together once the students start arriving.  Also, if your child 
is sick, please let him or her take time to rest and feel better.  We will not get books together and send home 
devices if a child is going to be out for just a day or two.  The same is true for students who have doctor 
appointments or just need a day away from school.  In many cases, students are signing in and out and it is 
distracting to their classmates in school or at home.   The students will make up their work when they return to 
school, just as it would happen during a “normal” sick day.  Thank you for your help in this area.  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the students who received the Sacrament of Confirmation on 
Saturday, February 13, 2021 by Archbishop Nelson Perez 

 

Jenna Rose Kathryn Barrett  Jordan James Benzenhafer  Xavier William Bernardi 
Alyssa Christina Browning  Geselys Kayline Cales   Laurent Mathis Peter Casseus 
Chase Michael Cavallaro  Owen Francis Cihak   Gavin William Cleary 
Ava Cecilia Coching   Amelia Isidora Colon   Jaylene Grace Cruz 
Julia Cecilia Damjanovic   Ruari Mary Devlin   Luke Edward Xavier DiFusco 
Alyssa Nicole Catherine DiNezza  Juliano Damiano Domenick  Jaylyn Elizabeth Doyle 
Kerri Rose Therese Duggan  Ronan James Patrick Foley  Conor Charles George Gallagher 
Emily Rose Garay   Maria Louise Majella Hearn  Jude Blaise Hvorecky 
Kate Marie Karley   Nicholas Michael Kehl   Joshua John Kent 
Alexandra Elizabeth Kilpatrick  Elizabeth June Margaret King  Isabella Vitus Knappick 
Dillon Patrick Kniele   Shane Colin Francis Lachawiec           James Christopher Michael Lamaina 
Sarah Elizabeth Lay   Brittney Theresa Theresa Le  Benjamin John Paul Leaguer 
Dominic Mark Anthony LoBiondo James Sebastian Lutes   Gavin Sebastian Lutz 
Emily Grace Theresa Maccha  Addyson Marie Gianna Magdala Ciaran Michael Patrick Marot 
Alexis Grace Marrero   Cole Robert Charles Martyn  Ariella Clare Matraite 
Alexander Thomas Matthews  Christian Joseph Matthews           Nicholas Steven Anthony Mazzella 
Isabella Marie Joan McCall  Mary Kathryn Catherine McCluskey Jack Anthony McFadden 
Sean Joseph Patrick McGarry  Reagan Martina McGoldrick  Killian Patrick John McHugh 
Mary Erin Theresa McMonagle  Christina Vittoria Menotti  Nicholas Matthew Migrate 
Haley Martina Miller   Sophia Theresa Montvydas  Sean Michael Jacob Mooney 
Joseph Blaise Mullin IV   Bridget Evelyn Elizabeth Musial  DeAnna Maria Nichols 
Abigail Mary Grace O’Gorman  Jeremy Anthony Penczak  Peter Paul Pham 
Ann Teresa Phan   Benjamin Aloysius Quiles-Rosa  Michael Francis Rossi 
Emma Veronica Ryan   John Charles Rocco Shields  Raissa Therese Silva 
Mya Lynn Dolores Smith   Cole Joseph Sonlin   John William Stackhouse 
Megan Lydia Titus   Tobin Wolfgang Veitz   Antonio Angel Alexander Velez 
Katelyn Dolores Elizabeth White  Michael William Joseph White  Sophia Olivia Williams 

Rory Eugene Zolynski 
 
We thank our 7th Grade teachers for all they did to prepare the students for the reception of Confirmation.  We are 
grateful for Mrs. Diver for coordinating the classes, retreat, service project, and Saints project.  We are thankful to 
Mrs. Diver, Mrs. Brewster, and Mrs. Guest for their guidance at practice and at the Confirmation mass.  The Ignite 
Retreat was compliments of Ms. Meigan Kelly and we thank her for sharing a wonderful program with the 
students and families of St. Cecilia School and Parish.  We are also grateful to Mrs. Eileen Litka, our parish CRE, for 
her leadership and coordination with the parish and Archbishop Perez’s office.  We thank our “behind the scenes” 
helpers: Sister Marita, Sister Betty Ann, and our IHM Sisters for all they did.  Sister Carolyn and Sister Beth did a 
wonderful job with the livestreaming for your families and friend.  Finally, we are grateful to Archbishop Perez for 
his beautiful message to our Confirmation students.  May they continued to be inspired and energized by his 
concluding words:  
 

Never underestimate the power of the Spirit of God working in you, through you, and despite you! 


