
The Night Before Christmas 
Sister St. Thomas, B.N.D. de N, 

A more spiritual version of the famous Christmas story 
 
Twas the night before Christmas, and all through the town, 
St. Joseph was searching, walking up roads and down; 
Our Lady was waiting, so meek and so mild, 
While Joseph was seeking a place for the Child; 
 
The children were nestled, each snug in their beds, 
The grown-ups wouldn’t bother, there’s no room they said; 
When even the innkeeper sent them away, 
Joseph was wondering, where they would stay; 
 
He thought of the caves in the side of the hills, 
Let’s go there said Mary, it’s silent and still; 
The moon on the breast of the new fallen snow, 
Made pathways of light for their tired feet to go; 
 
And there in a cave, in a cradle of hay, 
Our Savior was born on that first Christmas Day! 
The Father was watching in heaven above, 
He sent for His angels, His couriers of love; 
 
More rapid than eagles God’s bright angels came; 
Rejoicing and eager as each heard his name; 
Come Power, Come Cherubs, Come Virtues, Come Raphael, 
Come Thrones and Dominions, come Michael and Gabriel; 
 
Now fly to the Earth, where My poor people live, 
Announce the glad tiding My Son comes to give; 
The Shepherds were watching their flocks on this night, 
And saw in the heavens and unearthly light; 
 
The Angels assured them, they’d nothing to fear, 
It’s Christmas they said, the Savior is here! 
They hastened to find Him, and stood at the door, 
Till Mary invited them in to adore; 

 
He was swaddled in bands from His head to His feet, 
Never did the Shepherds see a baby so sweet! 
He spoke not a word, but the shepherds all knew, 
He was telling them secrets and blessing them too; 
 
Then softly they left Him, The Babe in the hay, 
And rejoiced with great joy on that first Christmas Day; 
Mary heard them exclaim as they walked up the hill, 
Glory to God in the Highest, Peace to men of good will! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
+Dear Parents,                               December 20, 2021 
 

As we finish this final week of school before Christmas, please know 
that your families and you will be in my prayers during this Christmas 
season!   
 
May you know God’s abundant blessings throughout the New Year! 
 
God bless you, 
Sister Catherine Irene, IHM 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

O sweet Child of Bethlehem, grant that we may 

share with all our hearts in this profound 

mystery of Christmas.  Put into the hearts of 

men and women this peace for which they 

sometimes seek so desperately and which you 

alone can give to them. Help them to know one another better, and to 

live as brothers and sisters, children of the same Father. 

 

Reveal to them also your beauty, holiness and purity. 
Awaken in their hearts love and gratitude for your infinite goodness. 
Join them all together in your love.  And give us your heavenly peace.  
Amen. 



 

Looking Ahead: 
December 20 Strings Lessons will not be held today 

December 21   Christmas Tableau in the Auditorium, led by Student Council: Grades 2 to 5, 10:30 and Grades 6 to 8 at 1:15 p.m. 

December 22   12:30 p.m. Dismissal for Christmas  

    Advent Reflection Continues - Adoration, 2:00 – 7:00 p.m.  

    Confessions, 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. and 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.; Extra Priests will be available 

December 23   School Holiday: No School 
December 25   Merry Christmas! 
December 26 – 31  Enjoy your Christmas Vacation! 
January 1   Happy New Year: Feast of Mary, Mother of God; Holyday of Obligation 
January 3   Classes resume 
January 7   Safe Environment Lesson 
January 12   District Principal meeting 
January 14 Full-Day Professional Development Day for VBRD: No in-person classes today               

This will be a Remote Learning Day for Students (work sent home) 
January 17   Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday – No School 
January 30   Catholic Schools Week opening mass, 9:30 a.m., for entire school community 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

  

Neumann Scholarship Winner: 

Congratulations to Owen Cihak for winning the 

Neumann Scholarship.  He achieved the highest 

score in Philadelphia County!  We are very proud 

of his accomplishment.  This is a great reflection 

of his hard work throughout the years! We also 

congratulate his parents! We wish Owen the best 

of luck in high school!  

Christmas Concerts: 

We congratulate our musicians for their fine performances in our 

recent Christmas/Winter Concerts.  On Tuesday, 12/14, our Strings 

musicians performed well with professional and local musicians. 

Thank you, Mr. Kraft, for your leadership! 

We also thank the members of our Beginner and Advanced Bands for 

their concert on December 14.  The students performed well under 

the leadership of Ms. Brinnel! We are so grateful to our parents for 

your tremendous support of the music program at St. Cecilia School! 

Confessions: 

9:30 a.m. 

1/11 – Gr. 8  

1/13 – Gr. 7 

1/18 – Gr. 6  

1/20 – Gr. 5 

1/25 – Gr. 4  

1/27 – Gr. 3 

 

Thank you for your wonderful generosity to our Toys for 

Tots Collection!  You are surely going to make a lot of 

families happy this Christmas! Thank you!!!! 


