
“Ordinary” 
 

 “I’m just an ordinary man,” he said. 

I knew what he meant.  He really was saying average.  

I don’t believe in either ordinary or average.  

Average is for numbers, math class.   

The only place ordinary has in our life is right behind, extra.  

“Extraordinary!”  

How can anything God created be average?  

How can anyone be “ordinary?”  

I see the miracle in a grain of sand.  

I see beauty in a blade of grass.  

Did He not create both?  

“You are not ordinary,” I replied.  

“God does not make ordinary.”   

He makes “brilliant!”  

He makes “dynamic.”  

He makes even the meek powerful beyond measure.  

If we see ordinary, we choose to see it.  

If we feel average, we make it so.  

For each and every element in life is a miracle. 

Therefore, if it is true that God created man in His image, 

how could anyone of us be less than extraordinary! 
 

(© 2009 by: Bob Perks) 

Retrieved from https://www.fcsla.com/wp-content/uploads/FY-September-2021-Web.pdf on October 24, 2021  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
           October 24, 2021 
+Dear St. Cecilia School Community, 
 

As we come to the end of October and Respect Life Month, I thought this reflection is a good reminder for us.  
It reminds us of how important all life is, especially as we hear about all of the violence that takes place in our 
city.  We need to be open to God’s help, as we pray for this to end.  In a recent prayer service at Chestnut Hill 
College, Archbishop Perez said, in the midst of all that we must do and change, that we cannot forget the value 
of prayer.   
 

Let us take time to pray and to ask God to help us to value, protect, and pray 
for the extraordinary lives that surround us, in our school and Church, in our 
families, in our neighborhoods, and in our world.    
 

Have a great week!  
God bless you, 
Sister Catherine Irene, IHM 

 
 

https://www.fcsla.com/wp-content/uploads/FY-September-2021-Web.pdf%20on%20October%2024


Archdiocesan Schools of Distinct Instruction 
Dr. Andrew McLaughlin, Secretary of Elementary Education, recently recognized several 
schools in the Archdiocese for their achievement based on our Standardized testing scores.  
He said, “In determining the candidates for this award, we studied two specific criteria: 

• Growth—By comparing the Normal Curve Equivalent score from this year’s testing 
to the NCE in the last test the students took, the students gave evidence of 
expected or greater than expected growth. 

• Exceeding Potential—Analyzing the data from the ability testing (InView) and the achievement testing, 
these schools were found to have 90% of the classes meeting or exceeding their potential in all 
content areas at every level tested." 
ST. CECILIA SCHOOL earned this distinction in BOTH AREAS OF GROWTH AND POTENTIAL! 

 

Dr. McLaughlin concluded by stating, “Despite the many challenges these past two academic years have given, 
we are proud of these accomplishments and thank all of our administrators, teachers, parents and students for 
the efforts they made to accomplish these academic landmarks. …May God’s blessings continue to be with you 
and your school communities.” 

 

I am extremely proud of our faculty and staff for all of their hard work over these past years and months!    
I am extremely proud of our students for their hard work! Congratulations to all!!  
Thank you and God bless you! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

REMINDER: OUR SCHOOL DAY BEGINS AT 8:00 A.M.  
STUDENTS MUST BE IN THEIR CLASSROOMS BY 8;00 A.M. 

 
STUDENTS SHOULD BE IN THEIR CLASSROOMS BY 8:00 A.M.  ALL BOOKS MUST BE UNPACKED AND 
STUDENTS MUST BE READY FOR PRAYER.  OUR MORNNG PRAYER BEGINS PROMPTLY 8:10 A.M.  IF ANY 
STUDENT ARRIVES AT THE START OF OR AS PRAYERS ARE BEING SAID, THEY WILL WAIT IN THE FRONT 
OFFICE TO RECEIVE A LATE SLIP.   
 

RECENTLY, STUDENTS ARE STILL COMING INTO SCHOOL WELL AFTER PRAYERS HAVE STARTED.  WE REALLY 
NEED TO CHANGE THIS PATTERN SO THAT ALL CLASSES CAN START ON TIME.  
 
I HAVE ALSO NOTICED THAT SOME STUDENTS ARE ARRIVING BEFORE 7:15 A.M. THERE IS ONE BUS THAT 
DROPS OFF BETWEEN 7:10 AND 7:15. SOME OF THOSE CHILDREN WILL GO TO THE CAFETERIA FOR 
BREAKFAST.  EVERY STUDENT MAY HAVE A FREE BREAKFAST EVERY DAY. IF YOU HAVE TO DROP YOUR 
CHILDREN OFF EARLY, WE ENCOURAGE THEM TO GO DOWN TO THE CAFETERIA FOR THE FREE BREAKFAST.    
 
THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU WILL DO TO MAKE SURE THAT THE STUDENTS ARRIVE ON TIME.  THANK YOU FOR 
GUIDING THEM TO HAVE BREAKFAST IF THEY ARRIVE A LITTLE EARLY.   GOD BLESS YOU! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Winter Uniforms:  Our full winter uniforms will begin on Tuesday, November 2. With the weather changing, it 
is a good time to start.  For all of the details, please go to: https://scsfoxchase.org/student-dress-code 
Here are some reminders: 

• Sneakers are only worn on Gym days.   

• Haircuts must be neat.  No fad styles or dyed hair are permitted. For the boys, the hair must be above 
the eyes, ears, and collar.   

• No black Walkathon T-shirts may be worn for gym classes.  

• Girls’ skirts and jumpers may be no shorter than one (1) inch above the knee.   
Thank you for your help in making sure that the dress code is followed by all students.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

https://scsfoxchase.org/student-dress-code


Looking Ahead:  
October 28 Meeting w/ Connelly Foundation – S. Catherine and S. Carolyn (Zoom) 

October 29 Monster Mash:  Auditorium /Finale might be in the Gym or outside 
October 31 Home and School Trunk or Treat: 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.; Church parking lot 
November 1 All Saints’ Day: Holyday - No School 
November 2 WINTER UNIFORMS BEGIN 
 PROGRESS REPORTS will be sent home this week  
November 3 School Liturgy at 10:00 a.m. 
 Principals’ Meeting – Sister Catherine will attend after mass 
November 11  Parent- Teacher Conferences: 4:00 – 8:00 pm 
November 12 Parent-Teacher Conferences, 7:30 a.m. to Noon – No School for Students 
November 16 Tipping School Pictures: Details to be sent home later 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Parent-Teacher Conferences and PROGRESS REPORTS: Our conferences will take place on the same days for 
all students this year.  We will have afternoon and evening conferences available on Thursday, November 11, 
and in the morning on Friday, November 12.  We will have a Sign-Up Genius for you to sign up for your time.  
We will send you the link this week.  At this time, I am undecided as to whether conferences will be in-person 
or virtual.  I am concerned because families, students, and staff have been exposed to positive cases and I 
don’t want to put anyone at risk. That being said, I know that in-person conferences are more effective.     
Although more information will be sent home regarding Conferences, we ask you to check the following:  

• Do you have your log-in information for Option C? You will need this to be able to see your child’s 
grades and Progress Reports. IF A STUDENT IS FAILING A SUBJECT, A PRINTED PROGRESS REPORT 
WILL BE SENT HOME NEXT WEEK.   Please email your child’s homeroom teacher or Mrs. Cihak if you 
need your login details.  Mrs. Cihak’s email is: mcihak@stceciliafc.com 
 

• Is your child doing well? If so, a conference is not needed on the conference day, if your child is doing 
well.  Also, if you have recently conferenced with your child’s teacher or teachers, you will probably 
not need to conference again on the scheduled conference day. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++   

 
Health and Covid-19 Update:  We remind you to monitor the health of your children before they come to 
school each morning.  If they are not feeling good, please keep them home.  Please do not give them 
Tylenol, Advil, Children’s Motrin, etc. and send them to school. This will wear off and they will probably 
need to go home later in the day.  
 

We will continue to isolate children with two or more of the Covid-19 symptoms or with one of the major 
symptoms and we will need to send them home.   It is going to be hard, at times, to determine if it is allergies, 
a regular cold, or possibly Covid-19.  We are going to err on the side of caution at all times, since the 
symptoms are so closely related.  We are so grateful for your support of these procedures and for all of the 
cooperation that we have received so far.  
 

If you are unsure if your child has Covid or not, please rule out the possibility by getting your children tested.  
I know that it isn’t fun, but it can give you a better piece of mind.  As always, if you are not sure, please call 
the school office and ask for me.  I would be more than happy to help you through the process.  Above all, if 
your children are not feeling good, please keep them home.  Thank you!! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++   
 
 
 
 

mailto:mcihak@stceciliafc.com


Traffic Concerns: 
 
Over the last few weeks, I have been on Stanwood Street for morning arrival and the morning drop off has 
me very concerned.  I know that Sister Carolyn has addressed many of these concerns in the past as well.  
You might have seen the following post on our St. Cecilia Parish School Facebook page: 
 

 
 
 
School Safety is so important. When you drop your 
children off at Ridgeway and Stanwood streets 
please go to the crosswalk and have Ms. Caroline 
cross you and your children. Many mornings there 
are parents who walk out in the middle of the street 
to cross with their children. There is so much activity 
at that time we want to prevent any tragedies from 
happening. Please take the extra time to cross the 
street properly. Safety first!!! (from the Facebook 
page) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I also see a big problem with cars stopped on the school side of Stanwood Street.  Parents and other relatives 
get out of the car, walk over to the fence and watch their children enter the building. On most days, Sister 
Betty Ann and Mrs. Weiller are in the school yard by the main door.  They are watching the children as they 
enter the building.  Some of you have parked in the middle and then other cars can’t pull in.  I know that 
some of you are also helping your children get their things out of your car.  While some of you move quickly, 
some of you are also there a long time.  If you need to take a long time, then please park before or after the 
school entrance to Stanwood.  One of the reasons some of you double park or park across the street is 
because there is no room to move on the school side of Stanwood.  I know that I haven’t said too much out 
there (unless you have seen me tap the top of my head or close my eyes or say a prayer out loud). I don’t 
want to have discussions that will cause delays nor do I want to upset the children.   
 
So, I am making this SAFETY APPEAL – please do not block the school side of Stanwood Street.  Please do 
not double park.   I also join Ms. Caroline, our Crossing Guard, and say: please take the extra time to cross 
the street properly. Safety first!!!   
 

 
   



 

 

 

 

2021-2022 
OFFICERS: 

President:  Alyssa DiNezza 

Vice President: Cole Martyn 

Secretary:  Cole Sonlin  

Officer:  Emily Maciocha 

Officer:  Piper McHugh  

Officer:  Gabe Zorawski 
 

HOMEROOM REPRESENTATIVES: 

Room 41 - Liam Roney    Room 42 - Maura Hagarty 

Room 43 - Cara McGettigan    Room 51 - Maeve King 

Room 52 - Kaden Braunstein    Room 53 - Presley Porretta 

Room 61- Juliet McGough    Room 62 - Madelyn Cole 

Room 63 - Kaitlyn DiNezza    Room 71 - Marco Avigo 

Room 72 - Caylee Pham    Room 73 - Charlie McGlashen 

Room 81 - Alexandra Kilpatrick   Room 82 - Elizabeth King 

Room 83 - Antonio Velez 

 

SERVICE COMMISSION: 

Jenna Barrett      Alyssa Browning 

Mary Clark      Amelia Colon 

Erin Hagarty      Abigail Joseph 

Nicholas Kehl      Shane Lachawiec   

Sarah Lay      Bailey Lyons    

Addyson Maddalo     Alexis Marrero     

Molly Mastalski     Killian McHugh     

Nicholas Migatz     MaryErin  McMonagle   

Emma Ryan      Jake Whalen 
 

 

Congratulations to our 2021-2022 Student Council! 

We are very proud of your and we are grateful for your service! 

 

God bless our student leaders!!! 


