
December 31, 2020 
Dear St. Cecilia School Families, 
 
Happy New Year’s Eve! Can you believe that it is the last day of 2020? While it has been a very 
challenging year, I do hope that we have all had time to realize the many blessings that we have.  Let us 
use today and tomorrow to thank God for those blessings.  It is so much easier to look at the year and 
think of what we didn’t have, what we might have lost or missed, or what could have been.  I have done 
that myself.  To always look at what was missed, we fail to look at how God does bless us and gives us so 
much! Perhaps we can have one New Year’s resolution: to resolve to always turn to God to count our 
blessings and to be open to God’s graces each day!  We can do this for with God all things are possible!!! 
 
I want to take this opportunity to prepare you for the opening of school on Monday, January 4.  
Although we have asked everyone to prepare for virtual learning, we should return to school in person 
on Monday.  I have to say that I am a little concerned about this for I have not heard from any families 
or faculty members about any possible exposure or diagnosis of Covid-19. (That is good news, too.)  
Also, while some families have gone on trips and vacations out of state and notified their teachers, no 
one has informed the office or me.  In order for us to begin safely, I ask for the following things: 
 

• Please continue to do a daily health screening of your children before they come to school.  I 
have attached one for you to use. At this time, you do not have to hand it in. I do ask that you 
use these questions to help you determine if your children should come to school or not. If you 
answer yes to any question, then your child must stay home. 
 

• If you have traveled out of state or went on a vacation, please do not return to school unless 
you have quarantined for at least ten (10) days from your return. This would include anyone 
who was out of state on or from Christmas through January 3, then he/she must not be in 
school on Monday.  If you are unsure when your child or children should return, please email 
me.  I am good at determining the length of time for quarantine. 
 

• If you are unsure if you should send your children back, please know that all families still have 
the option for virtual learning.  All we ask is that you notify the teachers before Monday 
morning.   
 

• We ask that you always notify your children’s teachers if they will be learning virtually.  This 
should be done by 7:00 a.m.  We need it done early because the teachers cannot check emails 
regularly once students arrive.   
 

• Children who have been virtual may return to in-person classes on Tuesday, January 5.  I ask 
that you inform your children’s teachers at least one day before they return to class. 
 

Finally, there will be NO CLASSES on FRIDAY, JANUARY 8, for the teachers have a full-day Faculty 
Meeting.  
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me.  I will not 
be in the office until Monday, January 4. 
 
God bless you, 
Sister Catherine Irene, IHM 
 


