
  
 

Work of Christmas Begins       Howard Thurman (adapted) 
 
"When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone, when the kings and princes are 
home, when the shepherds are back with the flocks, then the work of Christmas begins: 
     to find the lost, 
     to heal those broken in spirit, 
     to feed the hungry, 
     to release the oppressed, 
     to rebuild the nations, 
     to bring peace among all peoples, 
     to make a little music with the heart… 
 

And to radiate the Light of Christ, every day, in every way, in all that we do and in all that we say. 
Then the work of Christmas begins. 
 

The message of the Feast of Epiphany announces to all people, everywhere: 
Rise up in splendor…your light has come,  

The Glory of the Lord shines upon you! 
 

Let the work of Christmas begin, and let it begin with you." 
 

 

Post-Christmas Prayer:       CONNECTIONS, Jan.1, ‘95 
   
   "Long after the after the angels disappear into the heavens, the shepherds return to their flocks, the 
magi journey home and the great star sets, Jesus remains. 
     The Child in whom we rediscover God’s great love for humanity becomes the adult Redeemer who 
challenges us to imitate his selflessness and compassion in order that we might transform our world in 
love… 
     May we allow the miracle of Christmas to continue long after the holiday trappings have been packed 
away; 
     May we welcome the adult Messiah and his challenging Gospel to recreate our lives, making the 
peace, justice and hope of this holy season a reality in every season of the new year." 

 
         
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



+Dear Parents,                 January 4, 2021 
       

I hope you had a wonderful Christmas!  Happy New Year! 
 

I found these reflections and I hope you like them. They give us a lot to think about.  As it stated in the 
first reflection, let us “radiate the Light of Christ, every day, in every way, in all that we do and in all that 
we say.”  
 

As we reflect on this past unique year, I am sure that you have brought the light of Christ to others and 
you might not even know it. When you Zoomed or called grandparents who lived far away, you radiated 
the light of Christ to them.   When you sent a note of gratitude to your children’s teachers in the midst 
of the virtual learning or in-person learning, you radiated the light of Christ.  When you were patient 
with your children as you helped them even more with their school work at home, you radiated the light 
of Christ.   
 

Are you ready to answer the call to be and bring Christ to others again this year?  It will surely be in 
different ways, but are you ready to begin the work of Christmas in 2021?   May our efforts be blessed 
each day!   
 

I thank you for your prayers, warm wishes, and gifts this Christmas! On behalf of the IHM Sisters, we are 
grateful and overwhelmed by your thoughtfulness and generosity! Please know that you are and have 
been remembered in our prayers.   
 

May 2021 be filled with good health, much peace, and God’s abundant blessings for you and your 
families!  
 

Have a great week! God bless you! 
Sister Catherine Irene, IHM 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Looking Ahead: 
January 4 Classes resume! Welcome Back! 
January 8 Faculty Meeting: NO SCHOOL for STUDENTS 
January 11 to 15 School Confessions 
January 18 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday: No School 
January 21  Picture Make-up Day/Retake Day 
January 31 – Feb. 6 Catholic Schools Week  

Details to follow!  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Do you have family members or friends who value a Catholic Education? 
Do you have family members or friends whose children might want to come to St. Cecilia School?  

Invite them to email Mrs. Lisa Hnat, lisa.hnat@stceciliafc.org, to set up a virtual tour. Thank you for 
spreading the good news about St. Cecilia School! 

 
 

 
 

Coming Soon: We will be sending out forms for our current families to complete for their 
intention to return for the 2021-2022 school year.  Look for emails and texts from us!  

mailto:lisa.hnat@stceciliafc.org


Reminders about Returning to School:  
On Thursday, I sent this information home to you, but I thought it would be good to review as well as we 
return to school this week. So, in order for us to begin safely, I ask for the following things: 
 

 Please continue to do a daily health screening of your children before they come to school.  I 
have attached one for you to use. At this time, you do not have to hand it in. I do ask that you 
use these questions to help you determine if your children should come to school or not. If you 
answer yes to any question, then your child must stay home. 

 If you have traveled out of state or went on a vacation, please do not return to school unless 
you have quarantined for at least ten (10) days from your return. This would include anyone 
who was out of state on or from Christmas through January 3, then he/she must not be in 
school on Monday.  If you are unsure when your child or children should return, please email 
me.  I am good at determining the length of time for quarantine. 

 If you are unsure if you should send your children back, please know that all families still have 
the option for virtual learning.  All we ask is that you notify the teachers before Monday 
morning.   

 We ask that you always notify your children’s teachers if they will be learning virtually.  This 
should be done by 7:00 a.m.  We need it done early because the teachers cannot check emails 
regularly once students arrive.   

 Children who have been virtual may return to in-person classes on Tuesday, January 5.  I ask 
that you inform your children’s teachers at least one day before they return to class. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Additional Reminders as we move into 2021: 
 

 Dress Code: Please review the Dress Code/Uniform Policy that can be found on our website, 
https://scsfoxchase.org/student-dress-code. You can also find the contact information about the 
Uniform Exchange as well at https://scsfoxchase.org/uniform-exchange 
In particular, I ask you to look at the following items:  

o Haircuts:  Some students are in need of haircuts.  If your child’s hair is in his/her eyes, 
then I ask that you take them for haircuts. No one should be wearing a fad haircut. If 
you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask. 

o Uniforms and School Shoes:  Some uniforms are too short.  Please work on adjusting 
the hems. Also, I do see a lot of students wearing sneakers with their uniforms instead 
of the regulation school shoes.  I think some families were hesitant to purchase the 
school shoes or new uniforms in case we had to go virtual. I do think we will be in 
school, unless it will be for short periods of time.   

 Traffic requests:  It is that time of year to remind you about the student drop off on Stanwood 
Street.  It is important that you do not double park or pull up quickly to the parking spots.  Sister 
Carolyn is doing a great job with traffic control, but we ask that everyone cooperate with Sister’s 
directions.  Remember, we are all looking out for the safety and protection of our children.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Please remember: Masks are always cover noses and mouths. When students are eating and 
masks are down, they should be facing front and be in the same direction.  When talking, 
masks are covering noses and mouths. Masks should also be worn whenever on school 
property, especially during dropping off and picking up children.  We are still required to wear 
masks in the city of Philadelphia and in the state.  Thank you!     

 

https://scsfoxchase.org/student-dress-code
https://scsfoxchase.org/uniform-exchange

