
 

          Life is An Empty Bottle 

 
Earlier this century, a woman went to her doctor with a 
catalogue of complaints about her health. The physician 
examined her thoroughly and became convinced that there was 
nothing physically wrong with her. He suspected it was her 
negative outlook on life—her bitterness and resentment—that 
was the key to her feeling the way she did. 

 

The wise physician took the woman into a back room in his office where he kept some of his medicine. 
He showed her a shelf filled with empty bottles. He said to her: "See those bottles. Notice that they are 
all empty. They are shaped differently from one another, but basically, they are all alike. Most 
importantly, they have nothing in them. Now, I can take one of these bottles and fill it with poison—
enough poison to kill a human being. Or I can fill it with enough medicine to bring down a fever or ease a 
throbbing headache or fight bacteria in one part of the body. The important thing is that I make the 
choice. I can fill it with whatever I choose." 
 

The doctor looked her in the eye and said, "Each day that we are given is basically like one of these 
empty bottles. We can choose to fill it with love and life-affirming thoughts and attitudes, or we can fill 
it with destructive, poisonous thoughts. The choice is ours." 
 

And what will you choose? Life-affirming, positive, healing thoughts? Or the seething poisons of anger, 
bitterness, and prejudice? The choice is yours! 
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+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
+Dear St. Cecilia School Families,   January 24, 2021 
 

Today’s Gospel was the call of the first Apostles from the Gospel of Mark. It 
spoke of how the Apostles were fishing.  First, he saw Simon and his brother 
and Andrew.   
 

Jesus said to them, “‘Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.’ 
Then they abandoned their nets and followed him.  He walked along a little 
farther and saw James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They too 
were in a boat mending their nets. Then he called them.  So they left their 
father Zebedee in the boat along with the hired men and followed him.” 
 

I heard a homily this morning.  The priest said that this Gospel has two parts. First, Jesus called and 
second, the Apostles followed.  When the Apostles followed, they had to leave their nets behind.  The 
priest then asked the people to think about what they would have to leave behind. We might think of 
the good things, but there could be attitudes, relationships, etc., that we need to let go.   
 

I think the story above illustrates this for us.  As Christians, when we are called, we must leave behind s 
so many negative attitudes.  Then, we will be ready and open to fill the empty bottles with the love, joy, 
and hope that only Christ can give us.  Let’s be ready!!  
 
Have a great week! God bless you, 
Sister Catherine Irene, IHM 
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Looking Ahead: 
January 31 to Feb. 6   Catholic Schools Week: Details will be sent home during the week! 
January 31   Story Time with Mrs. Moser at 7:00 p.m. 
February 1   Virtual Open House, 3:30 – 4:30 p.m. 
February 1 and 2  Sibling registration for all grades  
February 8   Faculty Retreat Day: No School for Students  
February 8    Registration for New Students for Pre-K 4  
February 9   Registration for New Students for Kindergarten 
February 10   Registration for New Students for Grades 1 to 7 
February 13    Confirmation for School and PREP students 
February 15  Presidents’ Day: School Holiday  
February 17  Ash Wednesday: Mass at 10:00 a.m. – Grade 5 and LIvestreaming  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Virtual Students Returning  
Since some of the local public schools will be returning to in-person or hybrid classes, we know that 
some of our virtual students will return to in-person instruction.  When returning, may we ask you to: 
* Contact your children’s teachers a few days before your child returns 
* Bring any devices that you borrowed from us back to school 
* Bring books back to school as well, but please check with your children’s teachers first.   
You may not need to bring all books back at once.  
 ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Students who Need to be Virtual  
We still receive calls each week of children who have relatives who have tested positive to COVID-19 
and must quarantine.  Please continue to call us to let us know if your child has been exposed to 
someone who has tested positive. It is important to know the last day your child was with positive 
person. That will determine when the quarantine begins.  If you need a device, please let us know as 
well. We will get a device for a relative or neighbor to pick up.  
  
If you are keeping your child home as a precaution, we ask that you contact the teachers by 7:00 a.m.  It 
becomes difficult for teachers to check emails or to get books together once the students start arriving.  
Also, if your child is sick, please let him or her take time to rest and feel better.  We will not get books 
together and send home devices if a child is going to be out for just a day or two.  The same is true for 
students who have doctor appointments or just need a day away from school.  In many cases, students 
are signing in and out and it is distracting to their classmates in school or at home.   The students will 
make up their work when they return to school, just as it would happen during a “normal” sick day.  
Thank you for your help in this area.  
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  
 
 
 

 
 



 
Do you have family members or friends who value a Catholic Education? 
Do you have family members or friends whose children might want to come to St. 

Cecilia School?  Invite them to email Mrs. Lisa Hnat, lisa.hnat@stceciliafc.org, to 

set up a virtual tour. Thank you for spreading the good news about St. Cecilia 
School! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Letter of Intent and Registration  
For those of you who still need to return your Letter of Intent, please go to the following link, fill it out 
and submit:  https://scsfoxchase.org/resources-for-parents . It is not too late.  This will help us 
plan for the 2021-2022 school year.   
 

In the past, $350 was deducted from your FACTS account in May.  This total of $350 covered the $175 
registration fee and $175 for lunch and technology fees.  You will notice that the Letter of Intent states 
that the registration fee of $200 will be deducted on March 31, 2021.    The lunch and technology fees 
will be added to the tuition.  We will also include fees for stationery and art so that these fees will not be 
collected in September.  
 

By collecting the registration fee earlier, we can determine if classes are full or not.  If it looks like we will 
not have enough students for three sections, as in the past, then we might have to make the difficult 
decision to close a section in a grade.  That would mean teachers might have to change grades or some 
teachers might not be able to be rehired. We cannot wait until May to make those decisions.  For 
families who do not return their letter of intent, then we might not be able to hold a place for your child 
and he/she might need to go onto a waiting list.   So, please either complete the letter of intent online 
or return the form to the office as soon as possible.     
 

You can register siblings by going to https://scsfoxchase.org/admission-forms for our online 
application.  Please fill out the application and the required forms (listed under the application) and 
submit them by February 2, 2021. Siblings will be accepted into St. Cecilia School first.   
 

The letter from Fr. Bonner and the tuition for 2021-2022 were emailed to you last week.  I have attached 
them with this Weekly Word.  You also received an email from Mrs. Hnat about financial aid and 
scholarships.  I attached this information for you as well.   
 

We recommend that all families apply for financial aid.  Mrs. Hnat does a wonderful job of helping 
families with applications and finding as much financial aid as possible.  You can apply for financial aid by 
going to the following website:    https://scsfoxchase.org/tuition-assistance 
Mrs. Hnat will be able to guide you throughout the process.  Thank you!! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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