
Saint Cecilia School 

525 Rhawn Street 

Philadelphia, PA  19111 

215-725-8588 
 
 

March 12, 2020 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 

When I sent you the letter at the beginning of the week I knew that we would be addressing more 

concerns about the coronavirus (COVID-19) as the days progressed.  It was a matter of when we 

would need to take days off for a “deep cleaning of the school.”   
 

Late yesterday La Salle College High School sent a letter to their school families stating that they 

were closing school beginning Thursday because a parent of a student had been diagnosed by 

his/her physician with the coronavirus and quarantined.  How does this affect us?  On Monday of 

this week Saint Cecilia School had three students shadowing at La Salle College High School.  

The students returned to our school on Tuesday and we do not know if they came in contact with 

the student of this parent while at La Salle High School.  
 

Father Bonner and I feel that it is in the best interest of our school community to cancel school 

on Friday, March 13 and Monday, March 16, so that our cleaning company can begin the “deep 

cleaning” and disinfecting you have read about in regard to other institutions.  This process will 

begin Friday and possibly take a few days to complete.  During this time our school will be 

closed to everyone. 
 

We remind you to please not send your child to school if they are feeling ill.  Review with your 

child procedures for covering a cough or a sneeze.  Remind your child to wash his/her hands 

frequently throughout the day and to use hand sanitizer when it is available.  Our teachers have 

been using Lysol wipes each day to clean the students’ desks and frequently touched items in the 

classrooms.  Also, our school cleaners have been using the proper chemicals for daily cleaning 

including the wiping of railings and doorknobs.  We will continue to do this when schools 

resumes. 
 

While we do expect that Saint Cecilia School will be open next week, what the future holds is 

impossible to discern at this time.  As you know, each day brings new challenges as information 

comes to us from the PA Department of Health and the Center for Disease Control and 

Prevention.  What we can promise you at this time is that we will keep in communication with 

you.  Please pray for all those suffering from this virus or with anxiety at this demanding and 

uncertain time. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Rev. Charles E. Bonner     Sister Jane Mary Carr, IHM 

 
 


