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Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

Where there is doubt, let me sow hope. 

February Virtue:  Hope 

 

The Archdiocese of Philadelphia  

Welcomes New Archbishop: 

Archbishop Nelson J. Perez 
 

On Tuesday afternoon, February 18, 2020 our new 

Archbishop, Nelson J. Perez, will be installed at the 

Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul.  Let us 

welcome Archbishop Perez to Philadelphia and 

prayerfully support him as he assumes his new position 

to our local church.  The Archdiocesan website 

(www.archphila.org) will broadcast this event 

beginning at 1:30 PM.  Mass will begin at 2:00 PM. 

____________________________________________ 
 

 
 

As Lent 2020 quickly approaches with its beginning on 

Ash Wednesday, February 26, we begin to look for 

ways to increase our prayer, almsgiving and sacrifice 

throughout our Lenten journey.  During this holy 

season God invites us to reach out beyond ourselves 

and encounter the needs of all.  This Lent, CRS Rice 

Bowl—Catholic Relief Services’ Lenten faith-in-action 

program—invites us to reflect on the Gospel story of 

Jesus feeding the 5,000 with just a few loaves and 

fishes and to consider the needs of the hungry around 

the world.    
 

Lenten alms donated through the Rice Bowl this year 

will be sent to over 100 countries where CRS works.  

Three countries will be highlighted in this year’s effort:  

Honduras, Vietnam, and Kenya.  Additionally, 25% of 

all donations stay within the United States to offer help 

locally,  In our Archdiocese, the 25% is shared with 

Nutritional Development Services which supports a 

network of 50 food cupboards and soup kitchens.   

  
On Ash Wednesday, each student in our school will 

receive a Rice Bowl with a Lenten pamphlet inside 

with suggestions as to ways in which the family may 

participate.  This is the beauty of this program: it 

enables the entire family to enter fully into the spirit of 

Lent.  Our teachers, too, will share with your children  

some of the many resources from the website 

crsricebowl.org that will expand their understanding of 

the needs of their brothers and sisters around the world. 
 

At the end of Lent we will collect the students’ Rice 

Bowls filled with their sacrifice money for the poor 

and send the donations to Catholic Relief Services.   

We can change lives together this Lent.  Let’s do it!  

____________________________________________ 

 

Saint Cecilia School Religion Bee 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twelve of our students in grades 5 through 8 

participated in the first Saint Cecilia School Religion 

Bee as one of the special activities held during Catholic 

Schools Week.  The student participants had already 

been declared winners in their respective religion 

classes.  Needless to say, we were very impressed with 

the students’ knowledge of the Catholic faith and the 

ability of the 5th and 6th graders to compete with the 7th 

and 8th graders.  The following students are to be 

congratulated for a very fine performance.    
 

Room 51:     Joseph Kimenour 

Room 52:     Piper McHugh 

Room 53:     Gabriel Zorowski 
 

Room 61:     Isabella DaCosta 

Room 62:     Owen Cihak 

Room 63:     Nicholas Migatz 
 

https://scsfoxchase.org/
http://www.archphila.org/


Room 71:     Gianna Marzullo 

Room 72:     Katherine Lafferty 

Room 73:     Robert Clark 
 

Room 81:     Odina Achike 

Room 82:     Sean Abarca 

Room 83:     Mikaela Trajano 
  
After several exciting rounds the following students 

captured the top three spots: 
 

      First Place:  Odina Achike in Grade 8 

      Second Place:  Mikaela Trajano in Grade 8 

      Third Place:  Isabella DaCosta in Grade 6 
 

Odina Achike went on to represent Saint Cecilia 

School at Archbishop Ryan High School on Monday, 

February 10.  Odina competed with 22 other students 

from Catholic elementary schools in  the Archdiocese 

and was one of the top ten finishers after 14 exciting 

rounds.  
 

Another Religion Bee was held at Cardinal O’Hara 

High School on February 12.  The top 4 students from 

each Religion Bee will advance to the final round that 

will be held Monday, March 2, at the Archdiocesan 

Office Auditorium.  You can tune in on Monday, 

March 2,  at 10 AM, on the Archdiocesan Facebook 

page to see the Championship Round. 
 

We sincerely thank Mrs. Maryanne Burgmann and 

Sister Elizabeth Anne Bartholomew who served as 

chairpersons of this event on the local level and the 

Rev. Robert Lucas who assisted as judge during the 

Saint Cecilia Religion Bee.  We look forward to this 

becoming an annual event for our students. 

____________________________________________ 
 

 

Peacemaker of the Month Award 

January—Faith 
 

Congratulations to our students who received the 

Peacemaker of the Month Award for January. 
 

Kindergarten:  Carla Desulme, Molly White, 

     Macie Baysmore 

Grade 1:  Anthony Voscott, Lucas Free, 

     Steven Nguyen 

Grade 2:  Mia Baysmore, Joseph Orehowsky, 

     Joseph DeNorman  

Grade 3:  Justin Dylinski, Noah Thompson, 

     Gary Moody   

Grade 4:  Joseph Messina, Caitlin Martyn, 

     Caitlyn Ryan  

Grade 5:  Jackson Gara, Reid Kahny, 

     Cailey Barr  

Grade 6:  Addyson Maddalo, Owen Cihak, 

     Nicholas Migatz    

Grade 7:  Reese Power, Isabella Vu, 

     Anthony Haldeman   

Grade 8:  Daniel Brady, Michael Gallagher 

     Mikaela Trajano   

      
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Forensics Competition at 

Archbishop Wood High School 
 

The Saint Cecilia School Forensics Team competed at 

the Archbishop Wood Invitational Tournament held on 

Friday, February 14. We are so very proud of each 

student who participated in this tournament.  The hard 

work and beautiful spirit of each member of the team 

was so very evident.  Congratulations to our entire 

team for their third place in Sweepstakes.. 
 

We congratulate the following students on their 

individual achievements: 
 

Dramatic Interpretation: 

   Elaina Grace—1st Place 
 

Poetry 

   Charlotte McGonigle—2nd Place 

   Regan Welsh—3rd Place 
 

Duo 

   Brianna Skinner and Elizabeth Klepesky— 

     3rd Place 
 

Oral Interpretation of Prose 

   Odina Achike—3rd Place 
 

Impromptu 

   Olivia Klepesky—5th Place 
 

We extend sincere gratitude to our coaches, Mrs. 

Debra Brewster, Ms. Kelly Roney and Mrs. Melissa 

Lubbe, who work hard with our students to prepare for 

each tournament. 

 ___________________________________________ 
 

Saint Cecilia Proud 
 

Congratulations to the Saint Cecilia Girls’ Varsity and 

Junior Varsity Basketball Teams and their coaches who 

achieved second place in the region and were awarded 



medals and trophies.  The Varsity Team earned a spot 

in the Archdiocesan Playoffs. 
 

Congratulations to the Saint Cecilia Boys’ A Team and 

their coaches who went on to the Archdiocesan 

Playoffs, as well.  We are Saint Cecilia Proud! 

___________________________________________ 

  

A Word of Gratitude 

 
 

Catholic Schools Week was a wonderful week of 

celebrating our school community.  Thank you to all 

those who participated in our Open House on Sunday, 

planned the special events throughout the week, 

contributed to The Joy of Socks, and supported our 

Home and School Chick-fil-A Spirit Night and our 

Family Bingo. 
 

Our teachers and students did a fabulous job during the 

week as they kept us in step each day with our many 

activities which included our Wax Museum, Sock Hop, 

CSW Prayer Service, Religion Bee,  and Faculty/Staff 

Appreciation Breakfast.   
 

A special note of thanks is extended to Kelly DiNezza 

and Sharon Ryan who chaired our Family Bingo 

Night this year and the Home and School Board 

Members who assisted her.  This event certainly put 

the cherry on the top of a great week! 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

The Joy of Socks 
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed socks for the 

homeless on “Crazy Sock Day” during Catholic 

Schools Week.  Ms. Roney and the Student Council 

packaged 1,237 pairs of socks for The Joy of Socks.  

Amazing! 

__________________________________________ 
 

 

 
 

Letter Of Intent 
 

Letters of Intent to return to Saint Cecilia School for 

the 2020—2021 school year are now due in the main 

office.  If you have not yet returned this letter and wish 

your child(ren) to return to Saint Cecilia School, please 

send it on as soon as possible.  With registration taking 

place at the end of February, we want to ensure a seat 

for current students and siblings of current students. 

____________________________________________ 

 

 

Sibling Registration for 2020—2021 
 

Tuesday, February 18 

9—11 AM and 6:30—7:30 PM 

School Auditorium  
 

Please bring the following to registration: 

 State Birth Certificate (NOT the hospital  

Certificate) 

 Baptismal Certificate (if your child was 

baptized at St. Cecilia Church, please bring 

your original certificate.) 

 Immunization Records 

 For students transferring from another school, 

you will need the Standardized Test results 

and/or report card from present school.  For 

Kindergarten students, please bring progress 

report.) 

 Non-refundable fees for registration, lunch and 

technology 
 

Pre-Kindergarten students must be 4 years of age by 

September 1, 2020.  Kindergarten students must be 5 

years of age by September 1, 2020 and students 

entering Grade 1 must be 6 years of age by September 

1, 2020. 

____________________________________________ 
 

Registration for New Families 

to Saint Cecilia School 
 

 

Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten Students 

Monday, February 24 

9—11 AM; 6:30—7:30 PM 
 

 

Grades 1 through 7 

Tuesday, February 25 

9—10 AM; 6:30—7:00 PM 



 
 

VAPING:   

What Parents Need to Know 
 

More and more middle school students across the 

nation are being attracted to vaping.  You hear about it 

on television and read about it in the newspapers.  

Companies are now producing vapes in all sorts of kid 

friendly flavors.  It is not just water vapor that students 

are inhaling but dangerous chemicals. Research is 

beginning to present the health risks of those who 

engage in vaping. What can parents do about this 

dangerous new trend? 

 

We are offering an educational program designed for 

parents that will enable them to learn all about the 

dangers of vaping.  Presenters will provide factual 

information, as well as guidance and stories of personal 

experience to educate and enlighten parents.  We hope 

to see the parents of all grade levels, but especially our 

parents of the 6th, 7th and 8th grade students at this 

presentation. 

 

What:  Vaping:  What Parents Need to Know 

 

When:  Wednesday, March 4 
 

Time:  7:00—8:30 PM 
 

Where:  Saint Cecilia Auditorium 
 

Presenters:  The Student Assistance Program, 

                            Caron Treatment Center 

          Geri Sullivan 
 

Caron’s Student Assistance Program presents PREP, 

Prevention Resources and Education for Parents, a 

program designed for parents and caregivers of 

children in middle school and high school.  Geri 

Sullivan, a local mother whose son experienced very 

serious complications due to vaping, will share her 

story. 

 

We are very grateful to Mrs. Sally Dunleavy, our 

Family Connections Liaison, who arranged this 

program with Catapult for our parents/guardians. 

____________________________________________ 

 

Middle School Assembly: 

Vaping and Your Health 
 

On Monday, March 3, the 6th, 7th and 8th grade students 

attended an assembly on the Dangers of Vaping 

presented by Christine Shusted MPH of the Division of 

Pulmonary Medicine at Thomas Jefferson University.  

In her Power Point presentation and the interactive 

question and answer session, Ms. Shusted shared 

current research about the dangers of vaping to one’s 

health.  She warned students about the contents of the 

vapes which can include drugs and other dangerous 

chemicals such as formaldehyde and acrolein, and 

toxic metal particles, such as chromium, nickel, and 

lead.  She noted that these chemicals can cause 

irreversible lung damage.  Students were also 

instructed about nicotine and addiction and how a 

person should go about getting help. 

 

This is the perfect time for parents to initiate 

conversations with their children on this topic.  In the 

parent program scheduled for March 4 you will receive 

effective ways to communicate with your children 

about vaping and other drugs as well as suggestions for 

clear household rules regarding this topic. 

 

The administration, faculty and staff of Saint Cecilia 

School is sincerely grateful to Ms. Jessica Pokras, one 

of our CORA School Counselors, for arranging this 

program for your children. 

___________________________________________ 

 

Reminders 
 

 Tues., Feb. 18—Registration for Siblings 

9—11 AM and 6:30—7:30 PM 

 Fri., Mar. 6—Full Day Faculty Meeting 

No School for Students on this day. 

 Mon., Mar. 16—Professional Development 

Day for Faculty/Staff 

No School for Students on this day. 

 Fri., Mar. 20—Second Trimester Report 

Card issued 

 Terra Nova Testing—Mar. 20--27 

 Sun,, Mar. 22—Confirmation for Saint 

Cecilia Parish  PREP Students 11:00 AM 

   


