
 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving to God 
 

“Lord of all the blessings you have bestowed, 
source of all life, giver of all grace: 
 
We thank you for the gift of life: 

for the breath that keeps us alive, the food of this earth that sustains life, 
for the love of family and friends without which there would be no life. 
 
Father, we thank you for the mystery of creation: 
for the beauty that the eye can see, the melody that the ear may hear, 
also, for the unknown that we cannot behold filling the universe with wonder, 
for the reaches of space that draws us beyond the definitions of our selves. 

 
We thank you for setting us in communities: 
for families who foster our becoming, the friends who love us by choice, 
for companions at work, who share our burdens and daily responsibilities, 
also, for the strangers who welcome us into their hearts, 
for people from other lands who call us to expand in understanding, 
the children who brighten our moments with delight, 
and for the unborn, who offer us hope for the future. 
 
Lord, we thank you for this day: 
for life and an extra day to love, 
the opportunities and one more day to work for justice and peace, 
for the neighbors and one more person to love and by whom be loved, 
also for your grace and one more opportunity to experience your presence, 
for your promise: to be with us, to be our God, and to give salvation. 
 
For these, and all blessings, we give you thanks, eternal, loving God, 
through Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.” 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
+Dear Parents,         November 26, 2020 
 

Although this year has been so different and difficult, let us take time to think about all that God has 
given us.  Thomas Merton has a perfect message for us this Thanksgiving.  He said,  
 
“To be grateful is to recognize the love of God in everything He has given us – and He has given us 
everything.  Every breath we draw is a gift of His love, every moment of existence is a grace, for it all 
brings with it immense graces from Him.”  
 
I am grateful for all of you of St. Cecilia School and Parish: our students and their parents, our faculty 
and staff, our Pastor and parish.  Thank you for entrusting your children to our care.  Please know that 
you will be in my prayers, especially at Thanksgiving Mass!   
 

Have a Thanksgiving!! God bless you!     
Sister Catherine Irene, IHM 
 

 



 

 

School Holiday on Monday, November 30 
Archbishop Nelson Perez wrote the faculty members of all of the schools in 
the Archdiocese last week to express his gratitude for all that they are doing 
for all of the children attending our schools.   Archbishop Perez wrote:   

“I understand that one of the very best ways to say thank you to a teacher is with the gift of time. I am 
happy to offer you a day off as a gesture of my appreciation. May this day help to provide time for family 
and renewal.  …. I ask that the Pastor and Principal in the Elementary Schools and each Leadership team 
in the Secondary Schools and Schools of Special Education decide on a day that will provide an extra day 
of rest during the Thanksgiving holiday. Please enjoy this time and thank you for all you are doing.”   

Father Bonner, Sister Carolyn and I are extremely grateful, too!  We are grateful for the hard work of our 
students and families as well.  Therefore, we decided that Monday, November 30 would be our school 
holiday.  We hope this day will be part of a truly blessed Thanksgiving for all of you! Enjoy! 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Looking Ahead 
November 26  Happy Thanksgiving! 
November 27  Thanksgiving Vacation: No School 
November 28  First Sunday of Advent 
November 30  Thank you Holiday from Archbishop Perez: NO SCHOOL 
December 1  Classes resume 
December 4  First Penance, Grade 2 
   End of the First Trimester 
December 8  Feast of the Immaculate Conception: Holyday of Obligation: NO SCHOOL 
December 11  Report Cards 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Thanksgiving Blessings and Gratitude 
 

Food Drive: Thank you to all of our families who contributed to 
our Thanksgiving Food Drive! It is so inspiring to see the boxes and 
bags filling the Cecilian Room!  I also enjoy watching our youngest 
members proudly walk through the school yard with bags that 
weigh more than them!  We will be sending the canned goods to 
the Nutritional Development Services who support many of the 
food cupboards throughout the city. We thank Ms. Roney and the 
Student Council for organizing this service project.     
 

Breakfast Bags: Thank you to our 5th Graders who made 60 
Breakfast Bags as part of their annual November Service project.  
These bags will help to feed those in need as well. We thank our 
teachers for coordinating this meaningful project and for our 
families and WAWA for their donations.  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Winter Uniforms begin after Thanksgiving:   
Shorts may not be worn any longer.  Shorts may not be worn for gym as well.   Also, polo shirts may not 
be worn any longer.   
For details, go to: 
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/21584/documents/2020/9/St.%20Cecilia%20Dress%20Code%2
02020-2021.pdf 

https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/21584/documents/2020/9/St.%20Cecilia%20Dress%20Code%202020-2021.pdf
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/21584/documents/2020/9/St.%20Cecilia%20Dress%20Code%202020-2021.pdf

