
The Meaning of Christmas 
 

Just the week before Christmas I had a visitor.  This 
is how it happened. I just finished the household 
chores for the night and was preparing to go to bed 
when I heard a noise in the front of the house.  To 
my surprise, Santa himself stepped out from 
behind the Christmas tree.  He placed the finger 
over his mouth so I would not cry out.  “What are 
you doing,” I started to ask him. 
 
The words choked in my throat, as I saw he had 
tears in his eyes.  His usual jolly manner was gone.  
Gone was the eager boisterous soul we all know.  
He then answered me with a simple statement, 
TEACH THE CHILDREN!  I was puzzled: What did he 
mean?  He anticipated my question, and with one 
quick movement brought forth a miniature toy bag 
from behind the tree. 
 
As I stood there bewildered, Santa said Teach the 
Children! Teach them the old meaning of 
Christmas. The meaning that now-a-day Christmas 
has forgotten! 
 
Santa then reached into his bag and pulled out a 
FIR TREE and placed it on the mantle.  Teach the 
Children that the pure green color of the stately fir 
tree remains green all year round, depicting the 
everlasting hope of mankind.  All the needles point 
heavenward, making it a symbol of man’s thoughts 
turning toward heaven.   
 
He again reached into his bag and pulled out a 
brilliant STAR.  Teach the Children that the star was 
the heavenly sign of promises long ago.  God 
promised a Savior for the world, and the star was 
the sign of fulfillment of the promise. 
 
He then reached into the bag and pulled out a 
CANDLE.  Teach the Children that the candle 
symbolizes that Christ is the light of the world, and 
when we see this great light we are reminded of 
He who displaces the darkness. 
 
Once again he reached into his bag and then 
removed a WREATH and placed it on the tree.  
Teach the Children that the wreath symbolizes 
eternal nature of love.  Real love never ceases.  
Love is one continuous round of affection. 
 

 
 
He then pulled out from his bag an ornament of 
HIMSELF.  Teach the Children that Santa Claus 
symbolizes the generosity and good will we feel 
during the month of December and should feel 
year round. 
 
He reached in again and pulled out a HOLLY LEAF.  
Teach the Children the holly plant represents 
immortality.  It represents the crown of thorns 
worn by our Savior.  The red berries represent 
blood shed by Him.   
 
Next he pulled out a GIFT from his bag and said, 
“Teach the Children that God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son.  Thanks be to 
God for his unspeakable gift.  Teach the Children 
that the wise men bowed before the holy babe and 
presented Him with gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
We should give gifts in the same spirit as the wise 
men.” 
 
Santa then reached into his bag and pulled out a 
CANDY CANE and hung it on the tree.  Teach the 
Children that the candy cane represents the 
shepherd’s crook.  The crook of the shepherd’s 
staff helps bring back strayed sheep from the flock.  
Then candy cane is the symbol that we are our 
brother’s keeper. 
 
He then reached in again and pulled out an ANGEL.   
Teach the Children that it was the angels that 
heralded in the glorious news of the Savior’s birth.  
The angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest, on 
earth, peace and good will.” 
 
Suddenly I heard a soft twinkling sound, and from 
his bag he pulled out a BELL.  Teach the Children 
that as the lost sheep are found by the sound of a 
bell, it should bring people into the fold.  The bell 
symbolizes guidance and return.   
 
Santa looked at the tree and was pleased.  He said, 
“Remember, teach the Children the true meaning 
of Christmas, and not to put me in the center, for I 
am but a humble servant of the One who is, and I 
bow down and worship Him, our Lord, our God.” 
 
 Taken from Fraternally Yours, December 2012, 
                Carolyn Bazik, Editor 



December 16, 2020 
+Dear St. Cecilia School Community,  
 
As you know, this is our last week of school before Christmas.  It is also our 
last school week of school in 2020! By ending a little early, we seem to be 

rushing through the season of Advent, but we must not.  We still have 9 days before Christmas Eve, and these 
are still days of preparing our hearts, minds and souls for the coming of Jesus.   
 
As we move through these Advent days, this story might help us to pause and to still our hearts to reflect on 
Who the center of Christmas is and Who needs to be our true center. Although it appears to be a Christmas 
story, it is really helping us to put the focus back on Jesus, our Savior.  Let us slow down, prepare our hearts for 
the coming of Jesus, and wait in hope!   
 
May you have great Third and Fourth Weeks of Advent! You will hear from me for Christmas, as well.  Please 
know that your family and you are in our prayers and will most especially be during the Christmas season. 
 
God bless you, 
Sister Catherine Irene, IHM 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Looking Ahead:   Toys for Tots continue this week 
December 17   O Antiphons begin today  
December 18   Christmas Liturgy: 10:00;  Live-streamed to school  
    Christmas vacation begins at dismissal: FULL DAY OF SCHOOL  
December 20   Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 21   Virtual Christmas Band Concert at 7 p.m. 
December 21 – January 3 Christmas Vacation!!! 
December 25   Merry Christmas! 
January 1   Happy New Year!  
January 4   Classes Resume 
January 8   Faculty Meeting – Full Day: NO School for Students 
January 18   Martin Luther King, Jr. Day: NO SCHOOL 
January 21   Picture Make-Up Day 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

O Antiphons 
December 17   O Wisdom of our God Most High, guiding creation with power and love: 

come to teach us the path of knowledge!   
December 18   O Leader of the House of Israel, giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai: 

come to rescue us with your mighty power! 
December 19   O Root of Jesse’s stem, sign of God’s love for all his people: 

come to save us without delay! 
December 20   O Key of David, opening the gates of God’s eternal Kingdom: 

come and free the prisoners of darkness! 
December 21   O Radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, sun of justice: 

come and shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death. 
December 22   O King of all nations and keystone of the Church: come and save man,  

whom you formed from the dust! 
December 23   O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law: come to save us, Lord our God! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
 



Plans for after Christmas 
 

I just want to remind you what I shared with you in the letter from Dr. Andrew McLaughlin that was emailed to 
you last Friday.  He said, “We are planning to return to providing both in-person and synchronous virtual 
learning on January 4, 2021. We will continue to monitor cases of COVID in the schools and the community 
during the Christmas break and make adjustments if needed or required. With this in mind, we ask that you 
continue to report any cases of COVID with your children to the schools. Schools prior to leaving for the 
Christmas break will also make preparation to switch to virtual learning on January 4 if mandated to go full 
virtual by a government agency as a result of increased community spread during the Christmas break.”   
 
What does this mean for the families of St. Cecilia School? 

 Students have started to bring some books home. 
 Some textbooks might be left in school if the students can have access to them online. 
 If you have not been virtual at all this year, please practice logging in over the holidays. 
 IF THE ENTIRE SCHOOL GOES VIRTUAL, THEN THE ENTIRE SCHOOL WILL FOLLOW AN ADJUSTED 

SPECIAL SCHEDULE.  Some grades have them posted already.  The adjusted schedules allow for a later 
start time and for lunch at the same time for the entire family.  This schedule is only followed if the 
entire school goes virtual. 

 IF THE ENTIRE SCHOOL WERE TO GO VIRTUAL, THEN WE WILL DISTRIBUTE CHROME BOOKS TO 
FAMILIES ONLY IF NEEDED. WE WILL COMMUNICTATE WITH YOU IF/WHEN NECESSARY.  WE WILL 
NOT SEND ANY CHROME BOOKS HOME UNTIL AFTER JANUARY 1 AND ONLY IF NEEDED.    

 Continue to email me now and over the holidays if your children, you, or any immediate family 
member has been exposed to or tested positive for Covid-19.  We will need to keep the Office of 
Catholic education posted, as well as the Department of Health. 

 Continue to check emails for any updates. 
 

We do not know if the entire school will go virtual at this time.  We are trying to be as prepared as possible, 
however. By sending home as many books as possible, we are also hoping to reduce the amount of printing 
that will be needed to be done at home. 
 

As we travel through this challenging time, we understand that there are families who want their children in 
school and there are families who are concerned about sending their children to school.  We are happy that 
our teachers are able to provide the opportunity for your children to learn in school or at home.  We are 
grateful for your support and patience as we try to adjust when necessary and to prepare for an unknown. Let 
us continue to pray for everyone’s health and safety over the Christmas holidays.  
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++   
 

Faculty Updates:   

 Please keep Mrs. Cihak and her family in your prayers.  Mrs. Cihak’s father died on Sunday afternoon.   

 Please pray for Ms. Latta. She was in car accident on Friday on her way home from school.  She is on 
the mend but has been out of school this week. 

 We offer our prayerful support to Ms. Coleman who began a new job on Monday, December 7.  We 
are grateful that Mrs. Hagarty has been able to substitute in Room 43 at this time.   A new teacher will 
begin on January 4.  I will introduce her in the next Weekly Word. 

 Let us congratulate Mrs. Hickerson on the birth of her granddaughter. Viviana Rose was born 
yesterday.  Let us pray for the entire family. 

 We wish the best of luck to Mrs. Sharon Strasbaugh who will stay home with her baby son and not 
return after her family leave.  Mr. Luke Sullivan will be staying with Grade 5 for the rest of the year.  
Let us pray for Mrs. Strasbaugh and her family.   

 
 



 

Request for Help 
 

With federal grant money that we received over the summer, we have been able to upgrade our technology.  
We purchased 400 chrome books and carts for them.  We will be able to provide technology for the students 
to use in school as well as to assist families who are virtual.   
 
The iPads that have been used in the upper grades can now be moved to the younger grades.  Furthermore, 
we have purchased document cameras that will allow the teachers to have better audio and connectivity when 
livestreaming to their students at home.  This means that the iPads that have been used as our cameras can 
also be used by students. 
 
The IPads are stored in carts.  We need to move a few carts down a floor or two.  They are too heavy to be 
moved by one person.  Sister Carolyn would like to work on the carts over the holidays, but they need to be 
moved first.  She is looking for help on Monday, December 21. If any parent or parent and child combo can 
come to help Sister Carolyn move these carts down, please email her at 
sistercarolynelizabeth@stceciliafc.com.    Thank you in advance for your help!! 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Christmas Accessories Dress Down on Friday, December 18 
 

On Friday, December 18, the students may wear Christmas accessories over their uniforms. 
They can wear their hats, twinkling lights, Christmas sweaters, socks, tights, headbands, etc.  It 
will be a good way to begin the Christmas vacation! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 
IMPORTANT REMINDER: 

 
THERE IS NO SCHOOL ON MONDAY OR TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21 AND 22! 

 
 

For any Christmas Mass, in order to comply with CDC guidelines, there will only be 120 seats 
available.  Please plan accordingly. 
 

Christmas Eve Masses 
Thursday ~ December 24 
4:00pm & 7:00pm 
Church doors will open at 3pm 
 

Live-Stream Christmas Eve Mass Schedule 
4:00 & 7:00pm 
 

Christmas Day Masses 
Friday ~ December 25 
6:30, 8:00, 9:30, 11:00am & 12:30pm 
 

Live-Stream Christmas Day Mass Schedule 
8:00am, 9:30am, 11:00am 

Before attending Mass on Christmas, 
please read the guidelines for attending, 
go to https://stceciliafc.org/news-1 
or  Click Here.  
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