
A reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Thessalonians:  
 

Brothers and sisters: 
You know what sort of people we were among you for your sake.  
And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, 
receiving the word in great affliction, with joy from the Holy Spirit, 
so that you became a model for all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 
For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth not only in Macedonia and in Achaia, 
but in every place your faith in God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything.  
For they themselves openly declare about us what sort of reception we had among you, 
and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God 
and to await his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, 
Jesus, who delivers us from the coming wrath. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to St. Matthew: 
 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees,  
they gathered together, and one of them, a scholar of the law tested him by asking, 
"Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?"  
He said to him, 
"You shall love the Lord, your God,  
with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. 
This is the greatest and the first commandment. 
The second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  
The whole law and the prophets depend on these two commandments." 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

+Dear Parents,           October 25, 2020 
 

The readings from Sunday’s liturgy were surely powerful.  I was visiting a friend on Saturday and attended the 

5:00 Mass with her. The priest, Monsignor George, gave a powerful homily.  He first shared some background 

information about the second reading to the Thessalonians.  He said that there were some spies sent into the 

group to learn about these “Christians.” They reported back to their leader how they would take care of each 

other and how much they loved each other.   
 

In the Gospel, Jesus tells us the greatest and first commandment.  Then, he quickly adds the second one: “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  The people in our 2nd reading were living the Gospel. They became imitators 

of Christ.   
 

I don’t remember all that Monsignor George said, but I do remember his clinching line: What would happen today 

if these outsiders were sent in to learn about the Christians? Would they be able to report back about “how much 

they love each other?”  Would they see imitators of Christ? 
 

I found a powerful story called “Carl’s Garden.” Carl was truly a follower of Christ!  The story provides a great 

example of how love overpowers hate and how a person “turned to God from idols (hatred, violence) to serve the 

living and true God.”   
 

Let us pray that we can be imitators of Christ and serve Him daily, in all the people that God sends us!  Have a 

great week! 
 

God bless you,  

Sister Catherine Irene, IHM 
 



Looking Ahead: 
October 28  School Liturgy at 10:00 a.m.  Grade 3 will lead our liturgy. 

Mass will be live-streamed on the St. Cecilia Parish Facebook Page 
   Student Council speeches and elections in the afternoon 
October 30  Halloween Add-on to be worn with gym uniforms: see details below  
November 3  Tipping School Pictures 
November 4  School Liturgy and Student Council Installation: 10:00 a.m. 
November 6  Full Day Faculty Meeting – NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 
November 16 and 17     Parent Conferences are usually held around this time; details will be sent home this week  
November 25  Faculty Retreat Day – NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 
November 26  Happy Thanksgiving!!! – NO SCHOOL 
November 27  Thanksgiving Holiday - NO SCHOOL 
November 30  Classes resume 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

School Liturgy:  We will begin celebrating our monthly school liturgies this week on Wednesday, October 28, at 

10:00 a.m. Our 3rd Graders will be the readers for our mass.  Only Grade 3 will attend the mass in church and the 

students will sit with their cohorts.  The mass will be live-streamed on the St. Cecilia Parish Facebook Page, 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Cecilia-Church-Fox-Chase-102856571389049/ 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

First Holy Communion:  Please enjoy the video of our children who received their First Holy Communion. You 

please go to: https://vimeo.com/471947151/304475b3f4 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Halloween Add-On Day:  On Friday, October 30, students will be able to celebrate Halloween with 

an Add-On Day. Students may wear Halloween accessories – socks, necklaces, headbands, scarves, 

etc. – over their GYM uniforms.  Please note that everyone is still required to wear their regular 

masks to school.  Costumes and costume masks may not be worn.  Also, no food treats are to be 

sent into school.  Thank you! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Halloween 2020: No Trick-or Treating at the Rectory or Convent this Halloween:  The Rectory and Convent will 

not be hosting any trick-or-treating this year.  Out of abundance of caution, we feel that it is best to No visitors at 

both the Rectory and Convent.  While we are sad to tell you this, we do think it is in the best interest of the health 

and safety of the Sisters and the Priests.  We look forward to having our young people back next year! Thank you 

for your understanding.   

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Important Handouts included this week:  Please look for the following flyers on the Resources Page: 

 CORA:  Opportunities for After-school clubs and activities 

 Sock Flyer:  Our fundraiser will continue for the future.   

 Updated Coke Flyer: Includes updated details about the program.  

 Volunteer Flyer:  Please see the Volunteer Flyer for the lunch and recess program.  

 Letter from Dr. Andrew McLaughlin, Office of Catholic Education 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Tipping School Pictures:  A copy of the flyer was sent home. Any family can order pictures online as well. Details 

for online learning are included in the flyer.  If any family still needs a flyer, please call the front office or let your 

homeroom teacher know.  We will email our Virtual Families or post it on the class websites or Google Classroom 

about the details about for coming for pictures.   

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Marketing and Mission Advancement Committee:  If anyone has marketing or mission advancement experience 

or if you are currently employed in those areas, and you are interested in becoming a member of our Marketing 

And Mission Advancement (MAMA) Committee, please email me: sistercatherine@stceciliafc.com.   

https://www.facebook.com/St-Cecilia-Church-Fox-Chase-102856571389049/
https://vimeo.com/471947151/304475b3f4
mailto:sistercatherine@stceciliafc.com


Reminders about Arrival and Dismissal: 
 

School Day: Our school day is from 8:00 to 2:50.   
 

Arrival:  Please make sure your children arrive by 8:00 a.m.  Prayers begin at 
8:10 a.m.  A lot of students have been arriving after 8:00.  
 

Dismissal:  Our walkers begin exiting the building at 2:50 pm and they move 
very quickly.  We ask that all parents be at your pick-up point by 2:50.  
 

Thank you for your assistance with the arrival and dismissal procedures! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Virtual Learning: When and how it should be used 

 We are grateful that many of our students are staying home if they do not feel too well and choose to use 

Virtual Learning.  This is good if a child is suffering from allergies, has a slight cough or is slightly 

congested.  It is also good if someone might have been exposed to someone who might be Covid-19 

positive.  In order for the teachers to be prepared, however, we ask that you that you email the teachers 

as soon as possible to let them know that the children will be learning at home for the day.    

 If students are truly not feeling good, please do not log on.  It is best to rest and be healthy so you can 

return.  Do not use virtual learning if a child has a fever.  Again, rest is necessary.  

 Virtually Learning is not for children who are on vacation.  Please do not log-on if you are on a trip.  

Students can always read to help them stay engaged or occupied. 

 Students must be on camera if they are virtual.  Some students are still shutting off their cameras and all 

we see is his/her name.  If students are not on camera, we will have to mark them as absent.  If there are 

problems with your technology, please email the teachers as soon as possible.  As we stated in the 

original learning plan, teachers will not be able to read your emails right away. They will be teaching and 

working with your children. 

 Students who are learning virtually must wear their Gym Uniforms.  You may not dress down.  You may 

not be in your beds or lying on the sofa, etc.  

 All work must be submitted on the appropriate date and following the directions of the teachers.  

Thank you for your assistance and support.    
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Parent-Teacher Conferences: Although more information will be sent home regarding Conferences, we ask you to 

check the following:  

 Do you have your log-in information for Option C? You will need this to be able to see your child’s grades 

and Progress Reports.  Please email your child’s homeroom teacher or Mrs. Cihak if you need your login 

details.  Mrs. Cihak’s email is: mcihak@stceciliafc.com 

 Is your child doing well? If so, a conference is not needed on the conference day.  Also, if you have 

recently conferenced with your child’s teacher or teachers, you will probably not need to conference 

again on the scheduled conference day.   

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

IMPORTANT AND NEW Covid-19 Update:  Quarantining after Vacation or Tours to Schools:  For any family who 

is going on a vacation, please know that you will need to quarantine for 2 weeks after your return.  I know that 

you will be practicing all precautions while you are away, but this additional requirement is essential to maintain 

the health and safety of our faculty, staff, students, and families.  The high schools of the Archdiocese are not 

allowing any Shadow Days.  If any student chooses to attend a Shadow Day at a private high school or any high 

school, he/she MUST quarantine for 2 weeks after such a visit.  Students who must quarantine following a 

vacation or if he/she chooses to attend a shadow day, will be eligible to attend classes virtually.  Thank you for 

your assistance with this very important update.  

 

mailto:mcihak@stceciliafc.com


CARL’S GARDEN 
 

Carl was a quiet man. He didn’t talk much. He would always greet you 
with a big smile and a firm handshake.  Even after living in our 
neighborhood for over 50 years, no one could really say they knew him 
very well. 
 

Before his retirement, he took the bus to work each morning. The lone 
sight of him walking down the street often worried us. He had a slight limp from a bullet wound received in WWII. 
 

Watching him, we worried that although he had survived WWII, he may not make it through our changing uptown 
neighborhood with its ever-increasing random violence, gangs, and drug activity.  When he saw the flyer at our 
local church asking for volunteers for caring for the gardens behind the minister’s residence, he responded in his 
characteristically unassuming manner. Without fanfare, he just signed up. 
 

He was well into his 87th year when the very thing we had always feared finally happened. He was just finishing 
his watering for the day when three gang members approached him. Ignoring their attempt to intimidate him, he 
simply asked, “Would you like a drink from the hose?” 
 

The tallest and toughest-looking of the three said, “Yeah, sure,” with a malevolent little smile.  As Carl offered the 
hose to him, the other two grabbed Carl’s arm, throwing him down. As the hose snaked crazily over the ground, 
dousing everything in its way, Carl’s assailants stole his retirement watch and his wallet, and then fled. 
 

Carl tried to get himself up, but he had been thrown down on his bad leg. He lay there trying to gather himself as 
the minister came running to help him. 
 

Although the minister had witnessed the attack from his window, he couldn’t get there fast enough to stop it. 
“Carl, are you okay? Are you hurt?” the minister kept asking as he helped Carl to his feet. 
 

Carl just passed a hand over his brow and sighed, shaking his head.  “Just some punk kids. I hope they’ll wise-up 
someday.” His wet clothes clung to his slight frame as he bent to pick up the hose. He adjusted the nozzle again 
and started to water. 
 

Confused and a little concerned, the minister asked, “Carl, what are you doing?” 
 

“I’ve got to finish my watering. It’s been very dry lately,” came the calm reply.  Satisfying himself that Carl really 
was all right, the minister could only marvel. Carl was a man from a different time and place. 
 

A few weeks later the three returned. Just as before their threat was unchallenged. Carl again offered them a 
drink from his hose. This time they didn’t rob him. They wrenched the hose from his hand and drenched him head 
to foot in the icy water. When they had finished their humiliation of him, they sauntered off down the street, 
throwing catcalls and curses, falling over one another laughing at the hilarity of what they had just done. 
 

Carl just watched them. Then he turned toward the warmth giving sun, picked up his hose, and went on with his 
watering. 
 

The summer was quickly fading into fall. Carl was doing some tilling when he was startled by the sudden approach 
of someone behind him. He stumbled and fell into some evergreen branches. 
 

As he struggled to regain his footing, he turned to see the tall leader of his summer tormentors reaching down for 
him. He braced himself for the expected attack. 
“Don’t worry old man, I’m not gonna hurt you this time.” The young man spoke softly, still offering the tattooed 
and scarred hand to Carl. As he helped Carl get up, the man pulled a crumpled bag from his pocket and handed it 
to Carl. 
 

“What’s this?” Carl asked. 



 

“It’s your stuff,” the man explained. “It’s your stuff back. Even the money in your wallet.”  
 

“I don’t understand,” Carl said. “Why would you help me now?” 
 

The man shifted his feet, seeming embarrassed and ill at ease. “I learned something from you,” he said. “I ran 
with that gang and hurt people like you. We picked you because you were old and we knew we could do it. But 
every time we came and did something to you, instead of yelling and fighting back, you tried to give us a drink. 
You didn’t hate us for hating you. You kept showing love against our hate.”  
 

He stopped for a moment.  “I couldn’t sleep after we stole your stuff, so here it is back.” He paused for another 
awkward moment, not knowing what more there was to say. “That bag’s my way of saying thanks for 
straightening me out, I guess.” And with that, he walked off down the street. 
 

Carl looked down at the sack in his hands and gingerly opened it. He took out his retirement watch and put it back 
on his wrist. Opening his wallet, he checked for his wedding photo. He gazed for a moment at the young bride 
who still smiled back at him from all those years ago. 
 

He died one cold day after Christmas that winter. Many people attended his funeral in spite of the weather. 
In particular the minister noticed a tall young man who he didn’t know sitting quietly in a distant corner of the 
church. 
 

The minister spoke of Carl’s garden as a lesson in life. In a voice made thick with unshed tears, he said, “Do your 
best and make your garden as beautiful as you can. We will never forget Carl and his garden.” 
 

The following spring another flyer went up.  It read: “Person needed to care for Carl’s garden.”   
 

The flyer went unnoticed by the busy parishioners until one day when a knock was heard at the minister’s office 
door.  Opening the door, the minister saw a pair of scarred and tattooed hands holding the flyer. “I believe this is 
my job, if you’ll have me,” the young man said. 
 

The minister recognized him as the same young man who had returned the stolen watch and wallet to Carl. He 
knew that Carl’s kindness had turned this man’s life around. 
 

As the minister handed him the keys to the garden shed, he said, “Yes, go take care of Carl’s garden and honor 
him.” 
 

The man went to work and, over the next several years, he tended the flowers and vegetables just as Carl had 
done.  In that time, he went to college, got married, and became a prominent member of the community. But he 
never forgot his promise to Carl’s memory and kept the garden as beautiful as he thought Carl would have kept it. 
 

One day he approached the new minister and told him that he couldn’t care for the garden any longer. He 
explained with a shy and happy smile, “My wife’s just had a baby boy last night, and she’s bringing him home on 
Saturday.” 
 

“Well, congratulations!” said the minister, as he was handed the garden shed keys. “That’s wonderful! What’s the 
baby’s name?”  
“Carl,” he replied. 
 

That’s the whole gospel message simply stated. 
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