
Blessings from Giving 
 

Three young men were once given three kernels of corn apiece by a wise old sage, 
who admonished them to go out into the world, and use the corn to bring 
themselves good fortune. 
 

The first young man put his three kernels of corn into a bowl of hot broth and ate 
them. 
 

The second thought, “I can do better than that,” and he planted his three kernels 
of corn. Within a few months, he had three stalks of corn. He took the ears of corn 

from the stalks, boiled them, and had enough corn for three meals. 
 

The third man said to himself, “I can do better than that!” He also planted his three kernels of corn, but when 
his three stalks of corn produced, he stripped one of the stalks and replanted all of the seeds in it, gave the 
second stalk of corn to a sweet maiden, and ate the third. 
 

His one full stalk’s worth of replanted corn kernels gave him 200 stalks of corn! And the kernels of these he 
continued to replant, setting aside only a bare minimum to eat. He eventually planted a hundred acres of corn.  
With his fortune, he not only won the hand of the sweet maiden but purchased the land owned by the sweet 
maiden’s father. And he never hungered again. 
 

One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 
A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.    Proverbs 11:24-25 

 

http://www.inspire21.com/stories/kindnessstories/BlessingsfromGiving 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

+Dear St. Cecilia School Families,                October 11, 2020 
 

Over the last two weeks, we witnessed our young people celebrate the Sacraments of Eucharist and 
Confirmation.  It was special to watch the excitement as our 3rd Graders received the Eucharist for the first 
time.  Just today, the PREP students were confirmed by Bishop Fitzgerald after a long wait.   As their parents, 
teachers, and leaders, it is up to us to continue to support them in their faith lives and lead them closer to 
Jesus every day.   
 

One way we can help our young people is through our witness of serving God and God’s people.  When they 
see us put our faith into action, our young people will develop the confidence and courage to do the same.  
They will know helping others can change lives forever, just as we read in this simple story.   
 

A good witness for our young people is Blessed Carlos Acutis.  He enjoyed PlayStation, drawing silly cartoons, 
playing football (soccer), and joking around with his friends.  He was a typical teenager but he died at the age 
of 15 of leukemia.  Pope Francis talked about him today and said, “Yesterday in Assisi, Carlo Acutis, a fifteen-
year-old boy in love with the Eucharist, was beatified. He did not settle into comfortable inaction, but grasped 
the needs of his time because in the weakest he saw the face of Christ…. His witness shows today's young 
people that true happiness is found by putting God first and serving Him in our brothers, especially the least. 
Let’s make a round of applause for the new young Blessed.”  
 

Blessed Carlos Acutis had his priorities in order.  He said, “To always be close to Jesus, that’s my life plan.” Let 
us pray that our young people, and each one of us, will make this our life’s plan as well!  Have a great week!  
 

God bless you, 
Sister Catherine Irene, IHM 
 
 

http://www.inspire21.com/stories/kindnessstories/BlessingsfromGiving


Looking Ahead: 
October 12  Regular school uniforms begin today 
October 15  Marketing and Mission Advancement Meeting: 6:30 p.m. in Cecilian Room 
October 23  Progress Reports      
October 24  First Communion for PREP at 10:00 a.m. 
October 30  Halloween Add-on to be worn with gym uniforms:  
November 3  Tipping School Pictures 
November 6  Full Day Faculty Meeting – NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 
November 16 and 17      Parent Conferences are usually held around this time; the schedule and format are still   

to be determined 
November 25  Faculty Retreat Day – NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS 
November 26-27 Thanksgiving Holiday - NO SCHOOL 
November 30  Classes resume 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
Faculty Update:  On Wednesday, October 7, was the last day for Mrs. Jennifer Coe at St. Cecilia School.  Please 
keep Mrs. Coe and her family in your prayers as she begin a new phase in her educational career.    
 

On Friday, October 16, we will welcome Ms. Brianna Zabielski to Room 32.  Ms. Zabielski spent Friday with her 
class and she is excited to take over the full-time teaching duties at the end of the week. Please keep the 
students of Room 32 and Ms. Zabielski in your prayers as well.   
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

St. Cecilia School Dress Code 

A student’s appearance, self-respect and performance tend to complement each other; hence, reasonable 

care and neatness in regard to dress are required of all students.  
 

Students are not permitted to wear hooded sweatshirts during the school day.   
 

Spring/Fall Uniform (Optional) (Grades 1—8):  Students may wear this uniform until November 25.   
 

Shirts:   Tucked in white or blue golf shirts with school logo  

Shorts:   Navy blue uniform shorts/black belt 

Socks:    White, navy, or black ankle socks 
 

   *Girls in Gr. 6 to 8 may wear a white golf shirt with school logo and the navy blue kilt. 

   *Boys must wear shirt and tie if not wearing the golf shirt. 
 

School Uniform for Boys (Grades 1—8): Begins October 12, unless wearing Optional Fall Uniform 

 Shirts:  White or blue; long or short sleeve 

Dress shirts or golf shirts should be tucked in with the belt visible. 
 Ties: Plaid school tie; Eighth grade boys may wear an appropriate tie of their choice. 

Sweater:  Navy blue V-neck sweater vest or navy blue long sleeve V-neck sweater with school logo  

 Slacks:  Navy blue dress trousers with black belt 

Belt must be visible. Jeans, Levis, painter pants or baggy pants may not be worn. 

Shoes: Sturdy black tie shoes.  This does not include sneakers, vans, boat shoes, or slides. 

Socks: Navy or black crew socks 

Hair: Reasonable style, above the eyes, ears and collar. Fad hair styles (shaved in designs, different lengths, 

long bangs) and coloring of hair are not acceptable.  Facial hair is not acceptable. 

Jewelry:  (optional) wrist watch (not a Smart Watch), religious medal.  

No other jewelry of any kind may be worn. 

No tattoos or body piercings 



School Uniform for Girls (Grades 1—8): Begins October 12, unless wearing Optional Fall Uniform 

 Blouses: White; long or short sleeve 

   Grades 1 to 5 – Peter Pan collar 

   Grades 6 to 8 – Oxford button down 
 Uniform: Grades 1 to 5 – Plaid jumper; not shorter than one inch above the knee. 

   Grades 6 to 8 – Navy blue kilt; not shorter than one inch above the knee. 

 Tie:  Red tie must be worn with the plaid jumper 

Tie is optional for Sept./Oct. and May/June 

Sweater: Grades 1 to 5 – navy blue cardigan with school logo 

Grades 6 to 8 must wear a navy blue, V-neck sweater vest or navy blue,  

long-sleeved V-neck sweater with school logo from Nov. through April. 

Socks:  Navy blue knee socks 

   Optional blue tights only opaque, not sheer may be worn. Ankle socks may not be worn.  

Shoes:  Solid blue or black and white saddle shoes.     

This does not include sneakers, vans, boat shoes, or slides. 

Hair:  Reasonable style 

   Fad hair styles (shaved) and color treated hair are not acceptable. 

   Simple hair bows, hair ties, or headbands in green, yellow, or white are acceptable. 

Jewelry:   Only the following may be worn: a wrist watch (not a Smart Watch), a single ring and one pair 

of post earrings (one in each lobe.)  

Make-up, fake nails and colored nail polish are not permitted. 
 

 No tattoos or body piercings  

Gym Uniform (Grades 1—8) 

Sweat suit:   Hunter green with St. Cecilia insignia. 

Tee shirt:   Gray with St. Cecilia insignia or a Walk-a-thon t-shirt may be worn under the sweat shirt 

Shorts:   Green-mesh with St. Cecilia insignia  

Sneakers:   no platform sneakers 

Socks:   white or black athletic socks; ankle “no show” socks are not permitted.  

ST. CECILIA SOCKS MAY BE WORN WITH THE GYM UNIFORMS ONLY.  PLEAESE SEE FLYER. 
 

September/October and May/June the shorts and tee-shirt may be worn.  In November through April the 

hunter green sweat suit is the appropriate attire. 
 

Uniform for Kindergarten: 

Warm Weather: Gray t-shirt with St. Cecilia insignia 

    Hunter green mesh shorts with SCS insignia 

    White, navy, or black socks 
 

Cold Weather:   Hunter green sweatshirt with SCS insignia 

    Hunter green sweatpants 

** If a parent/student is not certain of what is appropriate or reasonable, please contact a teacher or 

administrator first. 

For Gym Uniforms, hooded sweatshirts may NOT be worn during the school day, including Physical Education 
classes.  The problem is that the hoodies are not safe in any class. The students can easily grab them, and they can 
get caught on the furniture in the classroom as well.  Please know that the students may wear their hoodies for 
recess and to - from school.  Thank you. 



Reminders about Arrival and Dismissal: 
 

School Day: Our school day is from 8:00 to 2:50.   
 

Arrival:  Please make sure your children arrive by 8:00 a.m.  Prayers 
begin at 8:10 a.m.  A lot of students have been arriving after 8:00.  
 

Dismissal:  Our walkers begin exiting the building at 2:50 pm and they 
move very quickly.  We ask that all parents be at your pick-up point by 2:50.  
 

Thank you for your assistance with the arrival and dismissal procedures! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Virtual Learning: When and how it should be used 

 We welcome our students who returned to in-person learning on Monday.  It was wonderful to see so 

many happy faces.  We hope that you continue to do well and that we all stay healthy! 

 We are grateful that many of our students are staying home if they do not feel too well and choose to 

use Virtual Learning.  This is good if a child is suffering from allergies, has a slight cough or is slightly 

congested.  It is also good if someone might have been exposed to someone who might be Covid-19 

positive.  In order for the teachers to be prepared, however, we ask that you that you email the 

teachers as soon as possible to let them know that the children will be learning at home for the day.    

 If students are truly not feeling good, please do not log on.  It is best to rest and be healthy so you 

can return.  Do not use virtual learning if a child has a fever.  Again, rest is necessary.  

 Virtually Learning is not for children who are on vacation.  Please do not log-on if you are on a trip.  

Students can always read to help them stay engaged or occupied. 

 Students must be on camera if they are virtual.  Some students are still shutting off their cameras and 

all we see is his/her name.  If students are not on camera, we will have to mark them as absent.  If 

there are problems with your technology, please email the teachers as soon as possible.  As we stated 

in our original learning plan, teachers will not be able to read your emails right away. They will be 

teaching and working with your children. 

 Students who are learning virtually must wear their Gym Uniforms.  You may not dress down.  You 

may not be in your beds or lying on the sofa, etc.  

 All work must be submitted on the appropriate date and following the directions of the teachers.  

Thank you for your assistance and support.    

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Health Update:  EVERY student needs and S-865 (student medical information form) filled out by the parents 

each year. Our files require completed physicals by the pediatrician for grades Kindergarten, 6th, 

new admissions and any student who is any other grade that has not submitted one.  We need dentals 

for grades Kindergarten, 3rd, 7th and new admissions to our school.   If you have made appointments to 

obtain either the physical or dental or both, please send in or fax a copy of the appointment card.  Our fax 

number is 215-725-0247.   In addition, we need permission forms for all new students for screenings, which 

will begin in October. All forms will be posted on the website.   

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Covid-19 Update:  We remind you to monitor the health of your children before they come to school each 

morning.  We will continue to isolate children with two or more of the Covid-19 symptoms or with one of the 

major symptoms and we will need to send them home.   It is going to be hard, at times, to determine if it is 

allergies, a regular cold, or possibly Covid-19.  We are going to err on the side of caution at all times, since the 

symptoms are so closely related.  We are so grateful for your support of these procedures and for all of the 

cooperation that we have received so far.  Thank you!! 

 

 Please see the Flyer for the Sock Sale! 


