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January 26—February 1, 2020 
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Virtue of the Month:  Faith 
 

This year’s Catholic Schools Week theme, Catholic 

Schools:  Learn, Serve, Lead, Succeed encompasses 

several key concepts that are at the heart of Catholic 

education—faith development, academic excellence, 

dedication to service, and the development of leaders. 

Saint Cecilia School has been providing solid faith 

formation and academic programs for the children in 

our community since 1925.  Giving service where it is 

needed is a high priority in the way we live our 

Catholic faith.  Our students go on to become leaders 

in high school and in our community.  Indeed, we have 

a proud legacy! 

 

I invite you to join us next week as we kick off our 

celebration of National Catholic Schools Week with an 

Open House on Sunday, January 26, from 10:00 

AM until 12:30 PM.  Our teachers and student 

representatives will be on hand with displays in our 

school auditorium that will showcase the students’ 

work and highlight some of our special activities.  Visit 

our Home and School table and you could be the lucky 

winner of a Tuition Voucher.  Again this year we are 

featuring an Alumni Table.  You don’t want to miss 

that if you are a graduate of Saint Cecilia School.  And, 

of course, we will highlight our Fine Arts program 

with performances and displays in the school 

auditorium. 
 

Catholic Schools Week is a great opportunity for us to 

take pride in our school.  It is also a time to thank our 

priests, parishioners, faculty, staff, parents, students  
 

 

and volunteers who work so hard to make Saint Cecilia 

School the wonderful institution that it is today. 
 

And one last note—prior to the Open House you can 

enjoy a delicious pancake breakfast cooked and served 

by the Boy Scouts in the school gymnasium beginning 

at 800 AM.  Mark your calendar.  You don’t want to 

miss this day! 

____________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Saint Cecilia School 

Schedule of Events 
 

Celebrating Our Parish                        Sun., Jan. 26 

 St. Cecilia Parish Liturgy at 9:30 AM 

Student representatives will minister at the 

liturgy and the school choir will provide the 

music. 

 Pancake Breakfast provided by the Boy 

Scouts will be served from 8:00 AM until 

12:00 Noon in the gymnasium 

 St. Cecilia School Open House begins at 10 

AM until 12:30 PM.  Visit our Showcase of 

Excellence in the school auditorium and let 



our Student Council and Service Commission 

give you a guided tour of our school. 
 

Celebrating Our Volunteers                  Mon., Jan. 27 

 Morning prayer offered for our volunteers 

 Notes and gifts of appreciation prepared by 

our Early Childhood Team will be distributed 

to our volunteers throughout the week. 

 Grade 5 will present the Wax Museum for the 

school community in the morning and for the 

parents in the afternoon. 
 

Celebrating Our Students                 Tues., Jan. 28 

 Morning prayer offered for our students 

 Crazy Sock Day—Students will wear crazy 

socks today with their PE uniform.   

 Students will participate in a Sock Hop with 

their buddies in the auditorium and make an 

optional donation of a pair of socks to support 

Joy  of Socks for the homeless 

 A pretzel treat will be given to our students 

today. 

 There will be no homework for students as a 

gift of appreciation to them. 
 

Celebrating Our Parents                      Wed., Jan. 29 

 Morning prayer offered for our parents 

 CSW Prayer Service  10:00 AM in Church 

celebrating the gift of Catholic education 

 Notes of appreciation to parents 

 Home and School Chick-Fil-A Spirit Night,  

5:30—8:30 PM, Whitman Square,  

9711 Roosevelt Blvd.  Give Mom a break from 

the kitchen!  Bring flyer with you. 
 

Celebrating Our Senior Citizens        Thurs., Jan. 30 

 Morning prayer offered for our senior 

citizens 

 Grade 1 will deliver special gifts to the Senior 

Citizens at their meeting. 

 Kindergarten will provide entertainment for  

the senior citizens in the auditorium 
 

Celebrating Our Faculty/Staff         Fri., Jan. 31 

 Morning prayer offered for our teachers/staff 

 “School Spirit” Dress Down Day—yellow 

and green 

 Student Council Breakfast for teachers/staff 

provided in the auditorium beginning at  

7:15 AM 

 Notes/gifts of appreciation to teachers 

 Home and School Family Bingo    6:30—

8:30 PM (Auditorium) Doors open at 6:00 PM.  

Tickets required. 

CSW Family Activity 
 

Don’t miss the special Family Activity Sheet emailed 

to you through our Option C File Library!  This is for 

you and your family to complete for our CSW 

celebration.  You are invited to reflect on this year’s  

theme of Catholic Schools Week and respond to the 

question:  How does a Catholic education help your 

family to learn, serve, lead, and succeed?  You can 

print the page as is and write on it or delete the lines 

and type right on the Word document.  Send it in with 

your child when completed and then look for your 

family page around our school when you come to Open 

House. 

__________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Sibling Registration for 2020—2021 
 

Please mark your calendar.  We will have a special day 

to register siblings of current students entering Pre-

Kindergarten, Kindergarten or Grades 1--7 in 

September 2020.  This registration will take place on 

Tuesday, February 18, from 9—11 AM and 6:30—

7:30 PM in the school auditorium.  If you are unable to 

make it on this day, please contact Mrs. Roberta 

Mitchell in the school office (215.725.8588).  We want 

to be sure to reserve a place in our classrooms for 

siblings of current students who wish to enroll at St. 

Cecilia School.  
 

Please bring the following to registration: 

 State Birth Certificate (NOT the hospital  

Certificate) 

 Baptismal Certificate (if your child was 

baptized at St. Cecilia Church, please bring 

your original certificate.) 

 Immunization Records 

 For students transferring from another school, 

you will need the Standardized Test results 

and/or report card from present school.  For 

Kindergarten students, please bring progress 

report.) 

 Non-refundable fees for registration, lunch and 

technology 
 



Reminder:  Pre-Kindergarten students must be 4 years 

of age by September 1, 2020.  Kindergarten students 

must be 5 years of age by September 1, 2020 and 

students entering Grade 1 must be 6 years of age by 

September 1, 2020. 

____________________________________________ 

 

 
 

A Dozen Reasons  

To Choose Saint Cecilia School 
 

 We offer an education that combines Catholic 

faith and teachings with academic excellence. 

 We partner with parents in the faith formation 

of their children. 

 We foster a deep appreciation for learning and 

critical thinking. 

 We set high standards for student achievement 

and help our students meet these standards. 

 We provide a balanced academic curriculum 

that integrates faith, culture and life. 

 We use technology effectively to enhance 

education. 

 We instill in students the value of service to 

others. 

 We teach children respect of self and others. 

 We emphasize moral development and self-

discipline. 

 We prepare students to be productive citizens 

and future leaders. 

 We cultivate a faculty and staff of people who 

are dedicated, caring and effective. 

 We provide a safe and welcoming environment 

for all. 
________________________________________________________ 

 

News from the Nurse 
 

 The orders for dispensing Tylenol to students 

are open again, so the Nurse may provide this 

limited medication as needed to students.  

Thanks for your patience during the time this 

was not possible. 

 Please refer to Option C (File Library) for any 

necessary forms for the nurse. 

 Students should be fever-free for 24 hours 

before returning to school. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Virtue of the Month Award 

Forgiveness 
 

Congratulations to our students who received the 

Virtue of the Month Award for December. 
 

Kindergarten: Kylie DiNezza, Emily Cole,  

     Skylar Colon 

Grade 1:  Isaiah Jean, Alexandra Felice, 

     Genevieve Black 

Grade 2:  Paige Costello,  Anthony  Migatz, 

     Paetyn McLaughlin 

Grade 3:  Leah McGettigan, Stacey Swedlige, 

     Mary Klepesky 

Grade 4:  Molly McDonnell, Adrian Castillo, 

     Matthew Ismael 

Grade 5:  Kezia Philip, Caylee Pham, 

     William Wissman 

Grade 6:  Mekhi Bartlett, Juliano Domenick, 

     Alonso Castillo 

Grade 7:  Michael Curran, Grace Pizzica, 

     Autumn Payton-Jackson 

Grade 8:  Joseph Kirchner, Joseph Sheridan, 

     Nicholas Carey 
 

 
____________________________________________ 
 

Reminders 
 

 Monday, February 3—Progress Reports  

 Tuesday and Wednesday, February 4 and 

5—IHM Math Contest for 7th and 8th 

Grades  

 Monday, February 10—Pre-Kindergarten 

and Kindergarten Parent Conferences 

 Monday, February 17—Presidents’ Day 

No school for students. 

 Tuesday, February 18—Registration for 

Siblings of Current Students  9—11 AM and 

6:30—7:30 PM 

 Monday, February 24—Registration for 

Incoming Pre-K and Kindergarten Students 



 

Future City Team Captures Awards 

Saint Cecilia Proud! 
 

 
 

Saint Cecilia Future City Team, under the direction of 

Mrs. Debra Brewster, seventh and eighth grade science 

teacher, and Mr. George Gaynor, our parent-engineer 

mentor, was one of six finalists chosen from among 44 

teams who presented their project on stage at the 

Philadelphia Regional Future City Competition held on 

Saturday, January 18, at Archbishop Carroll High 

School.  This year’s theme was “Clean Water:  Tap 

into Tomorrow.”  Teams were asked to choose a threat 

to their city’s water supply and design a resilient 

system to maintain a reliable supply of clean drinking 

water.  SCS Future City Team received Honorable 

Mention for their project and the Team Choice Award 

given by all who participated in the event. 
 

Our students spent approximately four months creating 

their project which included the following five 

deliverables:  a virtual city design (using Sim City); a 

1,500 word essay on their city; a scale model built 

from recycled materials; a project plan; and finally, a 

presentation at the Regional Competition. 
 

Our team’s future city, Gemma Pacificus is located 

along the Pacific Ocean in Southern California. The 

team devised an ultrafiltration and UV treatment suite 

within their high-rise building plan named the SkyGem 

to assure that the drinking water meets potable 

standards in the event of a natural disaster. 
 

We sincerely congratulate all who participated in 

this exciting challenge. 
 

Team Presenters: Brennan Dillenbeck 

   Daniel Brady 

   Kevin Riley 

Team Members:   

 Sean Abarca  Luke Brandi 

Justin Chen  Keira Gaynor 

Clare Hvorecky  Joseph Kirchner 

Kyle Martyn  Joseph McGough 

Cierra Piedra  Jeannette Piloto 

Brian Raskauskas Emily White 

Jacob Wranovsky Regan Welsh 

                Tatum McHugh 
 

Teacher Moderator: Mrs. Debra Brewster 

Engineer Mentor: Mr. George Gaynor 
 

Future City started in 1992-1993 in just five cities and 

with 200 students.  Today, 45,000 students in three 

countries learn how engineers make the world a better 

place.  We are delighted to have the students in Saint 

Cecilia School participate in this rigorous STEAM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math) 

Progam.  And, we couldn’t do it without the dedication 

and commitment of Mrs. Debra Brewster and Mr. 

George Gaynor.  Way to go, Saint Cecilia Future City 

Team!  We are St. Cecilia Proud! 
 

 
__________________________________ 

 

Forensics Competition  
 

Each year our sixth, seventh and eighth grade students 

on the Forensics Team spend hours memorizing 

speeches, perfecting articulation skills and preparing 

for several forensics competitions from January until 

May.   
 

Tournaments have now begun and this past weekend 

several students traveled to Saint Joseph’s Prep with 

their mentors, Ms. Kelly Roney and Mrs. Melissa 

Lubbe.  All of the students did a remarkable job in the 

competition.  We commend the following students who 

participated:  Odina Achike, Tatum McHugh, Regan 

Welsh,  Kerri Duggan, Mary Erin McMonigle, Gianna 

Marzullo and Robert Clark. 
 

We offer congratulations to Odina Achike who placed 

second in the Oral Interpretation of Prose. 


