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Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
Virtue of the Month:  Courage

 

 

 

 
 

Our Lady of the Rosary 
 

Today, we celebrate Mary under the title of Our Lady 

of the Rosary. Her life of holiness always pointed 

toward her Son, Jesus. One special prayer that Mary 

asked us to pray daily is the rosary.  In this prayer we 

reflect on the special events of the life of Jesus and 

Mary as we pray the “Hail Mary” over and over 

throughout the five decades of the rosary.  

 

Over one hundred years ago when the world was 

threatened by war, Our Lady appeared to three 

shepherd children and promised that she would give 

them a sign to confirm her message of praying for 

peace. On October 13, 1917, the sun broke through the 

clouds in Fatima, Portugal, and “danced” in the sky for 

thousands of people to see.  This came to be known as 

the Miracle of the Sun. 

 

What was our Blessed Mother’s message to the three 

children?  She revealed to them that she was the “Lady 

of the Rosary” and she told them to pray the rosary 

every day for world peace. 

 

We need to rekindle this devotion today and ask our 

Blessed Lady to continue to intercede for us so that 

peace might reign in our hearts, in our homes, in our 

country, and in our world. 

 

 

 

Saint Cecilia School Receives 

2019 School of Distinction Award 
 

On Friday, September 13, Saint Cecilia School was 

recognized by the Office of Catholic Education as a 

2019 School of Distinguished Instruction.  This 

accolade is awarded to our school based on the results 

of the Terra Nova test taken by our students in grades 3 

through 7 in the Spring of 2019. 

 

The Terra Nova test is a standardized test that helps us 

to identify and recognize a student’s growth, potential 

and capacity to exceed potential.  Using the Normal 

Curve Equivalent scores we are able to do a 

comparison between this year’s scores and last year’s 

scores and determine if a class has shown a full year’s 

growth or more than a full year’s growth in each 

content area tested.  It takes a lot of work and effort on 

the part of the teachers and students to have the class 

meet that goal.  The schools recognized for this award 

have shown a full year’s growth or more than a full 

year’s growth in more than 90 percent of the areas 

tested at every level tested.  Now, that’s an 

achievement! 

 

Sister Jane Mary and Sister Joan Felicia accepted the 

award from Bishop Michael Fitzgerald at the 

Archdiocesan Office.  The award is proudly displayed 

on the wall outside the principal’s office in the junior 

high building. Congratulations to everyone! 
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Saint Cecilia School Student Council 

2019--2020 
 

It gives us great pleasure to announce the SCS Student 

Council Officers, Homeroom Representatives and the  

Service Commission for the 2019—2020 school year. 

We congratulate these students and their parents.  On 

Wednesday, October 9th, we will have our Installation 

Ceremony at our school liturgy beginning at 10:00 

AM.  Parents of these students are welcome to attend. 
 

President:   Tatum McHugh 

Vice President:   Regan Welsh 

Secretary:   Brennan Dillenbeck 
 

Advising Officers:  Keva Duggan 

    Grace Pizzica 

    Kevin Riley 
 

Service Commissioners: Meghan Brennan 

    Charlotte McGonigle 
 

Homeroom Representatives: 
 

Room 81 Alexa Price 

Room 82 Clare Hvorecky 

Room 83 Isabella Antoninich 
 

Room 71 Zara Dragonir 

Room 72 Grace Butler 

Room 73 Sophia Black 
 

Room 61 Isabel DaCosta 

Room 62 Cole Sonlin 

Room 63 Alyssa Browning 
 

Room 51 Bailey Lyons 

Room 52 Piper McHugh 

Room 53 Andrew Boligitz 
 

Room 41 Alexandra Valverde 

Room 42 Leighton Whalen 

Room 43 Kaitlyn DiNezza 
 

Service Commission: 
 

 Luke Brandi  Giovany Castro 

 Robert Clark  Elaina Grace 

 Elizabeth Hein  Brynn Henry 

 Olivia Klepesky Kyle Martyn 

 Gianna Marzullo Julia Mazzella 

 Joseph McGough Ava McNamara 

 Reese Power  Gianna Rivera 

       Makayla Vogt 
 

 

 

 
 

Congratulations, Mrs. Debra Brewster! 

Philadelphia North 

2019 Hall of Fame Honoree 
 

Mrs. Debra Brewster will be recognized on Thursday, 

October 24th by the Advisory Council for Catholic 

Elementary Education in Philadelphia North.  Each 

year the Council recognizes a teacher, a community 

member, and a company for their support of Catholic 

Education.  Our own Mrs. Brewster will receive this 

honor at the Fourth Annual Philadelphia North Hall of 

Fame Gala. 

 

Those of us who have had the opportunity to get to 

know Mrs. Brewster can attest to the fact that she is a 

dedicated and committed Catholic school educator who 

goes above and beyond for the school community.  She 

integrates Catholic faith and Gospel values through her 

example of daily living and her instruction as a seventh 

and eighth grade science teacher. 

 

Mrs. Brewster’s love for science is shared with her 

students in the implementation of the Lab Learner 

Science Program in our school, the annual Science Fair 

for sixth, seventh and eighth grade students, and her 

years of involvement in the Philadelphia Regional 

Future City Competition sponsored by the National 

Engineer’s Association.  During her years of serving as 

a teacher moderator of the Future City Team, Mrs. 

Brewster has mentored her students well and helped 

them achieve many special awards during the annual 

competition.  However, her greatest joy is the delight 

that a teacher receives when her students excel and go 

above and beyond their wildest expectations.   

 

Mrs. Brewster also serves as moderator of the Saint 

Cecilia Forensics Team.  Each year our students 



receive many awards at the various competitions held 

on Saturdays.  Mrs. Brewster with a team of teachers 

and parents makes the arrangements for the students to 

travel to the events and secures judges from our faculty 

and parents.  A few years ago, we were delighted when 

Mrs. Brewster received the “Coach of the Year” award 

at the competition held at Holy Ghost Prep. 

 

It is no secret that Mrs. Brewster is a firm believer of 

the value of the Arts in the education of our students.  

As Co-Director of the Theatre Troupe and the 

Yearbook Committee, Mrs. Brewster enables our 

students to explore and develop their individual God-

given talents.  A few years ago after the Theatre 

Troupe performed the Spring play, Dear Edwina, one 

parent wrote, “after 8 years of education at St. Cecilia 

School, it could be argued that Mrs. Brewster is not 

only one of your hardest working and finest teachers, 

but a gem in the crown that is St. Cecilia’s faculty.” 

 

Yes, St. Cecilia School is blessed to have Mrs. 

Brewster as a member of our team.  We are so proud to 

celebrate this special award with her. 

____________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Welcome Back,  

Home and School Parent Social 

Wednesday, October 16, 2019 

7:00 PM 

School Auditorium 
 

Line up the babysitter and plan to attend this first 

meeting of the school year.  Come out and meet other 

parents, share some refreshments, and learn about our 

school and community.  Your Home and School Board 

has planned a wonderful evening of sharing.  We hope 

to see you there! 
 

P.S.  It was great to see so many families at Rita’s last 

week!  It was a social (and financial) success!  The 

main purpose is social, but it is always nice to make a 

bit of money to fund the many Home and School 

projects.  The Legagneur Family (new to our school 

this year) won the SCS Family Basket and the 

McDonnell Family won the 50/50.  Congratulations! 

 

 
 

Halloween Party 
 

We hope to see you at our annual Home and School 

Halloween Party on Friday, October 25.  Please look 

for the flyer and order your tickets as soon as possible.  

The first party begins at 5:30 PM and the second party 

begins at 7:30 PM.  Tickets for both parties are limited 

and sell out quickly.  You must be a member of the 

Home and School to attend the party. 
 

Halloween Dance 
 

Once again the Home and School will be hosting a 

Halloween Dance on Saturday, October 26 for 
students in grades 6 through 8.  Please look for the 

flyer and order your tickets as soon as possible.  Again, 

you must be a member of the Home and School in 

order to attend the dance. 

____________________________________________ 

 

Option C—What Is It? 
 

Option C is our new Student Information System (SIS) 

and, so far, it is working very well.  For the most part, 

aside from getting use to a new system and seeing a 

different view, parents will not see too much of a 

difference.  If you have not yet done so, please log in 

to Option C to make sure you have access.  If you are 

unable to log in, please leave a message or email for 

Sister Joan (sjf@saintceciliafc.com) or Mrs. Cihak 

(m.cihak@stceciliafc.com).  They will help you from 

there. 

 

FILE LIBRARY—When you log in to Option C and 

view the opening screen, you will see some colored 

bubbles.  They are notifications.  One of them will tell 

you when a new file is posted.  Currently there is a 

blue one labeled SCHOOL and it has the October 

calendar there. This is where you might find the lunch 

menu, the monthly calendar, Home and School notices, 

etc.  Currently we send those papers home in the 

communication envelope.  We will post them here so 

that you will be able to access them as needed. 

 

GRADES—When you enter the portal you should see 

the names of your children on the screen.  From there 

you can check attendance and grades.  You are 

encouraged to check grades weekly. 

mailto:sjf@saintceciliafc.com
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School Uniforms 
 

Now that we are entering October, please take the time 

to make sure your children are adhering to the school 

uniform policy.  This policy is clearly stated in our 

School Handbook which can be found on our website.  

Extra jewelry and colored hair are not permitted.  

 

Students are asked to begin wearing their winter 

uniforms on Monday, November 4.    

____________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

Fall Fundraiser 
 

Thank you for your support of the annual Fall 

Fundraiser which continues until October 8.  Your 

support enables us to do great things for our school! 

We remind you that Tuesday, October 8, will be our 

final Turn-In Tuesday.  Also, we have asked to have 

the pick-up date for cookie dough before Thanksgiving 

so you can get a start on your holiday cookies.  Happy 

Baking! 

____________________________________________ 

 

Reminders 
 Monday, October 14, is a Faculty Retreat 

Day.  There will be NO SCHOOL for 

students on this day. 

 Friday, November 1, is All Saints Day.  It is 

a Holy Day of Obligation.  There will be NO 

SCHOOL for students on this day.  

Mass is scheduled for the following times on 

Friday, November 1:  6:30, 8:30 and 10:30 

AM; 6:00 PM.  There will be NO Vigil Mass 

on Thursday evening. 

 A few families have not returned the 

required papers that were distributed at 

Back-to-School Night.  Please send them in 

this week so that we can update our family 

files.  Thanks to the many families who have 

turned everything in.  We are grateful. 

 

Trick or Treat at the Convent 
 

The Sisters will be distributing treats for the children 

on Thursday, October 31, from 6:30 to 8:00 pm at 

the convent.  We look forward to seeing you in your 

Halloween costumes. 

____________________________________________ 

 

2019 NAHS/HGP Math Competition 
 

On October 12th several of our Honors Math students 

under the direction of their teacher, Mrs. Mary Cihak, 

will compete in the annual Nazareth Academy High 

School/Holy Ghost Prep Math Competition.  They 

have been preparing diligently throughout the month of 

September for this competition.  We thank them for 

representing Saint Cecilia School and we wish them 

well in the competition. 
 

Grade 8 Team 

 

Sean Abarca  Odina Achike 

Clare Hvorecky  Brian Raskauskas 

 

Grade 7 Team 

 

Grace Butler  Melanie Huynh 

Katherine Lafferty Kevin Riley 

________________________________________ 

 

First in Math 
 

How is your child doing in First in Math?  Have you 

checked your child’s progress lately?  All our students 

in grades 1 through 8 should log in and work at this 

program at least ten minutes each day.  We want your 

child to share in the excitement of achieving goals and 

building self-confidence. 
 

The First in Math Online Program allows students to 

progress at their own pace and master skills ranging 

from one-step addition to multi-step algebra.  It 

provides deep practice to rapidly increase students’ 

computation, problem-solving, critical-thinking, 

pattern recognition and other essential math skills.  

Deep practice consists of stopping when an error 

occurs, practicing that one skill until it is mastered, and 

then moving on.  
 

Let’s get behind this effort and challenge our children 

to forge ahead in their acquisition of basic math skills.  

 

 


